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On the Easter Journey  

+There is a lot of love in our readings today.  In the First Letter of John, he writes that 
God is love.  This is neither a description of an attribute of God, nor an assertion that 
God is just a name for capturing how we feel about things.  It is a foundational       
doctrine that describes who and how God is:  He is “be-ing.”  He is active.  God is, in 
the Holy Trinity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, a communion of persons 
united in perfect love.  The Holy Trinity is the perfect example of giving and receiving 
love.   
     Through that active, continuous outpouring of love, God created the angels, the 
universe, and us.  John again instructs us by stating, in this is love; not that we have 
loved God, but that He loved us.  The Lord initiated a loving relationship with us by 
creating us and calling us into relationship. 
     Of course, we sinned and damaged that relationship, but our loving God sent 
prophets and leaders to bring us back.  Finally, the Father sent the Son to die for us 
and show us the perfect love of self-sacrifice.  He loves us and sent his Son as         
expiation for our sins.   
     Like a passionate lover, God pours out abundant love for us, so that we will love in 
return.  If we understand who God is and what He has done for us, the most natural 
and reasonable response is to love God completely.  This is exemplified in our first 
reading, where Luke tells us that while Peter was speaking to Cornelius, the Holy    
Spirit fell upon all who were listening to the word.  These were Gentiles, not beholden 
to the Mosaic Law, and not waiting for a messiah.  Yet they responded to the love 
poured for them in the preaching of Peter, and glorified God. 
     To love God completely is to keep his commandments.  Jesus says in today’s       
Gospel, if you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept 
my Father’s commandments and remain in his love.  The first commandment is to love 
God with all our heart, all our soul, and all our strength.  This requires humility and 
surrender.  We have to be willing to follow the teachings of our Savior and live as his 
disciples to really demonstrate our love for Him.  This is a self-sacrificial love, one 
where we lay down our lives for one another, whether metaphorically or literally.   
     This is how we love one another.  The Lord expects us to love in a way that sacrific-
es and suffers for the other.  Parents make sacrifices because they love their children.  
Friends walk with friends through trials and sufferings.  Jesus gave us the great       
example of love in his crucifixion.  So, too, are we called to love one another even 
when it is painful and inconvenient.  God is love, and his love at times calls us to the 
cross.   
     We must come to see that the love that God calls us to is a love of sacrifice.  Are 
we willing to give it our all?  May God’s grace help us to do just that! 
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I thank you, Creator of us all,  

for my mother. 

I thank you that she gave me life 

 and nurtured me all those years.  

She gave me my faith, helping me to know 

you and to know Jesus and his ways.  

She taught me how to love and how  

to sacrifice for others.  

She taught me that it was okay to cry and 

that I should always tell the truth. 

Bless her with the graces she needs and 

which you want to give her today.  

Help her to feel precious in your eyes  

today and to know that I love her. 

 Give her strength and courage,  

compassion and peace.  

Bless her this day with your love. 
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On The Journey (continued from page 1) 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

In today’s Scripture readings, God’s tremendous love is shown through His outpouring of 
the gift of the Holy Spirit upon the Gentiles. His love is also evidenced in the wonderful gift 
of His Son, Jesus, who directs us to love one another as I love you. The Lord professes there 

is no greater love than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. Jesus does this by His 

sacrifice on the Cross. In gratitude for Christ’s sacrifice and abundant blessings, how are 
we, as faithful stewards, returning this love to Him and our neighbor in need? Please be 
generous to your parish food pantry or local food organizations. Remember, many        
children go to bed hungry every night. 

+HAPPY MOTHERS DAY to all our Moms and those who have the responsibility of mothering the children in our world today!  
May the good Lord reach and bless you in a most special way for all the sacrifices you make!  I pray the Holy Spirit watch over, 
guard and guide you each and every day! 
 

+With all the schedule changes due to the pandemic, we had our parish May crowning this past Friday with some students from 
Holy Family School.  As they joined us at daily mass, the first graders helped us to honor Mary in this special traditional way.  May 
we all remember to honor our Blessed Lady, calling upon her to intercede to her Son for us.  Praying the rosary is a good way of 
doing that!   
 

+This past week, priests and deacons of various Families of Parishes congregated at St. John Vianney Parish for two days to discuss 
our further involvement and responsibilities in coming together as a “family.”  The clergy are to enter into a “covenant” with each 
other in the family so as to make sure expectations and responsibilities are laid out and determined to avoid conflicts and           
misunderstandings.   
     We also are being asked to try to gather our parishioners together to “get to know’ one another better; as moderator, I will be 
working with my cohort and see what we might be able to do, given constraints of the pandemic.  Again, we’ll work at keeping you 
posted as we progress on this journey. 
 

+You know the saying that “when it rains, it pours.”?  Well, it seems that has been the case lately around the parish campus.  As 
most are aware, we have been having major phone problems over the last couple weeks.  It seems that some of the old               
connections have given out and are in need of replacement.  We are currently looking at the fix, but it will most likely take a few 
weeks to completely work through the problems.  We are now able to have two lines worth of usage simultaneously, but know 
that at times, that is far from being enough in a big parish complex like ours.  You may be delayed in getting through. 
     Also, we have encountered some additional roof leaks with the old flat roof on the perimeter of the church building (remember, 
we recently fixed some leaks on the high metal roof of the church building).  We are looking at quotes to fix that lower roof, both 
temporarily as well as a long term fix/replacement project.  (sadly, more $$$!).  We will keep you posted as decisions are made.   
 

+Remember that Holy Family Regional School will be celebrating their 40th anniversary in a couple weeks with a variety of activities.  
There will be a big tent going up behind the school the week of May 17th, so please be careful around the campus.  That weekend 
of May 21-23rd will see various activities going on, so drive carefully and park carefully too!  We keep the school in our special    
prayers and thank all those teachers, administrators, and families who support HFRS - making it all possible! 
 

+Thank you for your early contributions to our 2021 CSA “Fuel the Mission.”  We have already received pledges/contributions    
totaling $126,560 toward our goal of $347,814, or about 36% of our goal.  Know of my special prayers for your generosity! 
 

+I can’t believe that it’s already May!  As we continue our faith journey this Easter season, let us continue to pray for one another 
and for our Family of Parishes in a most special way!  May we put into action the love and grace bestowed upon us all!  I thank you 
for your continued prayers for me…..I look forward to seeing you in church!  
 

        -Msgr. Mike (with thoughts from  
        FAITH Catholic Publishing) 



 

Worship 4 

Calling Men, Women, Teens or Families 

Do you enjoy being helpful?  Do you want to meet 
new people?  We are in need of Ushers for Mass. In 
particular there is great need for the 10:00AM and 
12:00PM Sunday Mass and 5:00PM Saturday and 
Sunday Mass. On the “job” training is provided for 
this ministry. If you are interested in serving, please 
contact the parish office. 

ATTENTION LECTORS 

Anne is ready to begin working 

on the schedule of lectors. If 

there are specific dates that you are not able to serve 

as a lector, please email and let her know by May 17.  

Prayer for Mothers 

Loving creator, you called up-
on your servant Mary to bring 
your Son into the world. We 
give thanks for her, and for all 
mothers who bear witness to 
your love. Their generosity and 
strength have blessed genera-
tions. Please bless our moth-
ers. Ease their worry for the 
families you entrust to them, 
guide them in times of doubt, 
and hold them close when they are overwhelmed by 
both joy and sorrow. May they know our deep grati-
tude for giving us life and love. In union with Mary, 
we ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son. Amen.  

Why do we call Mary our mother? 
     At the beginning of the third session of the Second Vatican Council, Pope Paul VI announced that Mary would be 
honored under the title “Mother of the Church.” 
      From Christ’s conception until his death, Mary was united to her Son in his work of salvation. From the Cross, Jesus 
entrusted his beloved disciple to Mary, telling him to see her as his own mother (Jn 19:27). When the Apostles and    
disciples gathered to pray after the Ascension of Jesus, Mary was with them praying for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
Mary continues to pray before God for the Church and all humanity. 
      Like Mary, the Church has a maternal role, giving birth to people in Christ. The Church can never cease to look at 
Mary, who gave birth to Jesus Christ. The Church contemplates Mary’s motherhood in order to fulfill her own calling to 
be mother of the members of Christ’s Mystical Body, the Church. Also like Mary, the Church is virginal. The description 
of the Church as virginal is used here in the spiritual sense of the undivided heart and of fidelity in its most luminous 
form. God calls all the members of the Church to fidelity to the union with him begun at Baptism and continued in the 
other Sacraments. 
      In our culture, there can be a discomfort with praying for Mary’s intercession on our behalf. This seems to be a     
mediating role that crosses a line set out in the First Letter to Timothy: “For there is one God. / There is also one        
mediator between God and the human race, / Christ Jesus, himself human / who gave himself as a ransom for all” (1 
Tm 2:5). So Jesus Christ is the one and only mediator. Jesus alone is the Savior. 
     But this does not deny the possibility that Christ would permit others to share in his mediating role. Here on earth 
we routinely ask others for prayers. Instinctively, we turn to holy people for their prayers because they seem nearer to 
God. Why would we stop asking saints for their prayers after they die? If we believe they are in heaven, would not their 
prayers be even more effective? 
     From the earliest times, Christians have sought Mary’s prayers and help. There has been the basic sense on the part 
of the Church that Mary continues in heaven to be concerned for the growth of all members of the Church into holiness 
and an intimate relationship with her Son. 
     You can read more from the United States Catholic Catechism for Adults, order your own copy, or read questions 
about it at the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops website. 
 

Copyright © 2006, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.  

http://usccb.org/


 

5 Mass of Hope 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace        

in believing so that by the power of the Holy Spirit  

you may abound in hope. Romans 15:13 

 
There are many challenges we experience  

in our life journey … 

This past year has been one like no other 

There has been loss of loved ones, loss of jobs, 

unexpected medical diagnosis, loss of independence,  

difficult family relationships,  

caregiver responsibilities, 

the list can seem endless. 

 

Our very being longs for and searches for  

HOPE.   

To all of you, wherever you find yourself  

on this journey of life,  

you are invited to join us during this Easter season for a 

 

Mass of Hope 
 

Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

St. Andrew Catholic Church 

7:00 in the evening 

 

Masks are required. Social distancing will be followed. 

Sponsored by the St. Andrew Bereavement Ministry 



 

Faith Formation 6 

VBS-in-a-Box 2021                                                              

“Treasured: Discovering                                                                      

You’re Precious to God.“ 

 

 

 

Due to the extension of restrictions placed on in-

door gatherings, we will be unable to offer Vaca-

tion Bible School in person this year. So we will 

once again have a VBS-In-a-Box  home version, for   

suggested ages of PreK - 5th grade.  

Please go to our parish website at                                                             

standrewchurch.org for VBS registration infor-

mation. Registration deadline is May 27 to allow 

for ordering of materials.   There will be lots of vid-

eo content to access, plus a box full of fun!  

Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

All our families are in our prayers  for a safe and 

healthy summer. 

Faith Formation Family Mass 

Let’s celebrate the end of a                                                

challenging year! 

Tuesday, May 18 at 7pm                                                 

outdoors on the Bell Tower lawn 

Bring your own chairs or blankets.                                             

Masks must be worn.                                                                               

Students  may also turn in the review pages                     

from their virtual lessons at this time. 

See you there!  

                        

Have you ever taken the time to play a game with a 

child when you felt you had more “adult” things to do? 

Or read “just one more” bedtime story when you just 

wanted to go to bed yourself?  Patiently answered five 

“why” questions in a row? These are just some of the 

ways we show our love for children in our care. When-

ever we share our love with a child, we have a little 

taste of God’s great love for us. 

It’s fitting that the Gospel about abiding in love is being 

read on Mother’s Day. When children abide in a 

parent’s love, or the love of one who cares for them, it 

brings them joy, as our joy is complete when we abide 

in God’s love. Dwell in it. Rest upon it. 

Happy Mother’s Day to all moms, and those who take 

on nurturing roles. May you find rest and relaxation 

today! 

Blessings, Maureen Schreffler                                                                                                                                                     

Director of Faith Formation 

Pentecost crafts shown here include a “Fruits of the 
Holy Spirit” tree and a birthday cake for the birthday of 
the church. Nice work, boys! Families, send pictures 
from your virtual Faith Formation experience if you 
have some. We’d love to see more! 



 

7 Youth Ministry 



 

RCIA / K of C 8 
RCIA Testimonials- 

Here are two additional testimonials from RCIA participants who received their Sacrament of Initia-
tion at the Easter Vigil... 

 I found the beginning of the Vigil experience to be quite powerful where we started outside 

the Church by lighting the fire and the Paschal candle, praying in the dark, and then         

entering the Church singing together. I hope I will be able to participate in this every year 
and also bring my son.  Of course, my most favorite memory was having my son Baptized and 
knowing he received eternal life. As a mother, this gives me tremendous peace of mind. (JH) 

 A guy I hadn’t heard from in a while texted me asking me what was going on. I texted him 

back saying I became Catholic and was recently Baptized.  He texted me back the emoji of 
the laughing face with the crying eyes, in other words, the guy couldn’t believe it.  My      
girlfriend was mad and said I should text back all kinds of angry stuff to him. I just let it 
go. He is part of a different time in my life and a different group of people I used to hang 

out with. Those people only used each other for what they could get. But, what I’ve found 
now in the people I’ve met through RCIA and in the Church are people I would do anything 
for and I know would do anything for me. I know I have a ways to go, but this is who I am 
now and I am good with it. (RR) 

 Praise God for working powerfully in the lives of these newly initiated Catholics!  Please pray for them 

that the Holy Spirit will continue to touch their hearts, inspiring them to live their faith and share it 
with others. 

—Susan Kowalski 

RCIA & Evangelization 

For information contact: 
Skip Kettler at  

skipnancyket@sbcglobal.net 



 

 9 Christian Service 

Feast of St. Louise de Marillac– 5/9  
St. Louise lived in France and was born into wealth and privilege. 
Through her life experience she met and became good friends with 
Monsignor Vincent (who later became St. Vincent de Paul).            
Together they founded the Daughters of Charity, with the express 
mission to live beside and care for the poor in Paris and eventually 
throughout France.  Their legacy still lives on worldwide in the faith 
and work of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul,  Daughters of Charity, 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and the Sisters of Charity.  This is the       
graceful legacy of a spiritual mother.   If you are interested in this 
work consider The St. Vincent de Paul—St. Andrew Conference and 
their witness of faith in action in the Rochester Community .   
 

Upcoming Red Cross Blood Donation Dates 

To put on your calendar  

Sunday June 13 and  

 Sunday August  8  

In the Activity Center  

Contact Carl Gildner for further information:  

cggildner@gmail.com  

 

Thank You !! 

Just a word of gratitude to those who 

gave to the Care and Share last week-

end. Supplies and donations were gath-

ered and given to Gianna House and  

Imago Dei Crisis Pregnancy Center.   

Evangelical Charity = Christian  Service  
As we move into the new modality of Family of Parishes, what was called Christian Service,  moving forward will be known as 

Evangelical Charity. This term comes from the Unleash the Gospel  marker named Evangelical Charity where it says, “ Our 
service to the poor and marginalized needs to be a clear witness to Jesus our Lord...We need to ensure that in ministering to 
the material needs of others we are also responding to their spiritual thirst for God. Every Catholic charitable work must also 

be an authentic expression of Catholic faith.”   

Different name … same good work of faith and hope as a witness to Christ ‘s saving power and love.  

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY ! 



 

Holy Family Regional School 10 
  

Holy Family Regional School 

JESUS CHRIST IS THE REASON FOR HOLY FAMILY REGIONAL SCHOOL 
ACCREDITED BY THE MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

www.holyfam.org 

CYO FALL SPORTS REGISTRATION 
Soccer-Cross Country-Football-Cheer-Volleyball 

Online Registration open through  
May 23, 2021 

Register at: www.holyfam.org 
 Soccer & Volleyball  

Open to parishioners in Grades 5-8 
 

Cross Country, Football, & Cheer  
Open to parishioners in Grades 4-8         

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 
Fifth grade students made some special gifts for their moms for 
Mother’s Day.   There is nothing better than a hand made gift 
from a child.  We are grateful to all of our HFRS Moms who do 
so much for our school.  We thank God the gift of Mothers!   

MAY CROWNING 
"Oh Mary ! We crown thee with blossoms today, Queen of the 
Angels, Queen of the May!" Our Annual May Crowning took place 
at the North Campus on May 3rd.  Some of our third grade girls 
helped to crown Mary and  recited  the Litany of Loreto, a litany 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Mrs. Vandercruyssen read from the 
bible and Mr. Myers lead the Rosary. Mary was crowned with a 
lovely crown of pink roses. Due to the rain the students followed 
along via our live stream on Facebook. Thank you to everyone 
involved and to Mrs. Myers, Campus Minister, for making this a 
very special ceremony honoring our Blessed Mother. 

EARTH DAY AND ARBOR DAY 
Students at Holy Family celebrated Arbor Day and Earth Day in a 
few different ways. To celebrate Earth Day second graders in 
Mrs. Sabo's class planted trees. To celebrate Arbor Day The 
Daughters of the American Revoluntion (DAR) made 
arrangements with The City of Rochester Hills to donate white 
spruce saplings for our kindergarten students. Thanks to Mrs. 
Flasck from DAR for delivering this wonderful donation. We are 
proud to report one of our kindergarten students, Adam P., 
donated his tree to a local park.  



 

Reporting Sexual Abuse 
 
To inform the Archdiocese of Detroit         
regarding the sexual abuse of minors by 
priests, deacons, and other church     
personnel and/or to speak to the Victim 
Assistance Coordinator, contact 866-   
343-8055. A caller will be requested to 
provide his or her name and telephone 
number. All calls regarding complaints of 
sexual abuse will be returned in a timely 
manner. This toll–free telephone      
number has been established as part of 
an effort by the Detroit archdiocese to 
protect children, young people, and   
other vulnerable people in our schools,   
parishes, and ministries. This line is for 
reporting suspected sexual misconduct 
or child abuse within archdiocesan      
institutions and ministries only. Persons 
with complaints not involving clergy or 
church personnel should refer to the      
archdiocesan web site at www.aod.org 
for contact information for civil          
authorities. 

FAMILIES of  
PARISHES PRAYER  

 

Father in Heaven,  
renew your wonders in our time,  
as though by a New Pentecost.  

 

Holy Spirit, increase your gifts in us to 
move boldly into Families of Parishes 

with confidence.  
 

Deepen our desire for every person  
to encounter Jesus anew,  

grow daily as his disciples and  
give witness to his love and mercy.  

This is our mission!  
And we embrace it anew.  

 
Grant that your Holy Church in Detroit,  

praying perseveringly and insistently 
with one mind,  together with  

Mary, the mother of Jesus, and  
guided by St. Joseph, St. Anne and  

Bl. Solanus Casey,  
may increase the reign of  

the Divine Savior,  
the reign of truth and justice,  
the reign of love and peace.  

 
We ask this through Christ Our Lord.  

 
AMEN 

May 10 
St Damien de Veuster 

Acts 16:11-15 
John 15:26 - 16:4a 

 
May 11 

Acts 16:22-34 
John 16:5-11 

 
May 12 

SS Nereus and Achilleus 
St Pancras 

Acts 17:15, 22 - 18:1 
John 16:12-15 

 
May 13 

Our Lady of Fatima 
Acts 18:1-8 

John 16:16-20 
 

May 14 
St Matthias 

Acts 1:15-17, 20-26 
John 15:9-17 

 
May 15 

St Isidore 
Acts 18:23-28 

John 16:23b-28 
 

May 16 
Ascension of the Lord 

Acts 1:1-11 
Psalm 47 

Ephesians 1:17-23 
Mark 16:15-20 

Readings for the  
Week of May 10 

TEMPORARY OFFICE HOURS 
 

We are answering phones  
as well as office visits  
by appointment only. 

 
Monday, Tuesday,  
Thursday & Friday 
 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 
Wednesday 

11:00 am - 7:00 pm 
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REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Limited 250 
 

Weekdays 
Monday - Friday 

9:00 am 
Public & Livestream 

 
Weekend 
Saturday 
5:00 pm 

Public & Livestream 
 

Sunday 
8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 noon, 

5:00 pm 
 
 

Remember, space is limited 
to 250 



 

Prayer Requests Mass Intentions for the Week of May 9 
 
SUNDAY  May 9, 2021 
  8:00 am  For All Mothers, Living and Deceased 
     

10:00 am  For All Mothers, Living and Deceased 
   

12:00 pm  For All Mothers, Living and Deceased 
 

  5:00 pm  For All Mothers, Living and Deceased 
 
MONDAY  May 10, 2021 
  9:00 am  Eileen Pohl Rengh  Dennis Clark 
  Kenneth Thet   Family 
  Anthony Potestivo  Fabienne Potestivo 
  
TUESDAY  May 11, 2021 
  9:00 am  The Spata Family   Hans & Agnes 
  Caterina Basile   Family 
 
WEDNESDAY  May 12, 2021 
  9:00 am  Kathleen Van Dame  Chuck & Laurie 
  Jesse Stuart   Jan Klemm 
  In Thankanksgiving  Ann Foster 
    
THURSDAY  May 13, 2021 
  9:00 am  Frank & Mary Leto  Family 
  Kurt Leto   Family 
 
FRIDAY  May 14, 2021 
  9:00 am  Dr. Dale Propson   Cassidy Family 
  Rebecca Dubuque  Gary & Fran Gildea 
 
SATURDAY  May 15, 2021 
  5:00 pm   Gerald Gumieny   Mark Modreski 
  Scott Holland   Jim & Betty Nolan 
  
SUNDAY  May 16, 2021 
  8:00 am  For the People of St Andrew 
     

10:00 am  Dan Janssen   Jim & Betty Nolan 
  Zef Toma Dedvukaj  Family 
  Drane Precha Dedvukaj  Family 
   

12:00 pm  Mark Wagner   Family 
  Dino Carlesimo   Carlesimo Family 
  Dave Felicelli   Carl & Marilyn Wagner 
 

  5:00 pm  For All Those Pursuing Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life 
 
  

All men & women in the military  
& family members 

Irena Debowski 
Terri McIntosh 
Rebecca Cairns 

Luke Turner 
Franz Estereicher 

Walter Hays 
Spencer Handly Family 

Mary Jo Dinha 
Elaine Watson 

Julie Kibler 
Debbie Wagner 

Michael Kennedy 
Maxine Soncrant 
Anders McCarthy 

Chuck Hartner 
Bob Hornung 

Diane McGarry 
Sue Ellen Boesch 

Jack Waters 
Luanne Nows 

Mary Vonne Marie 
Judy Cooper 

Shaelyn Coleber 
Dolores Esposito 

Msgr. Mike 
Noreen Finn 

Sean Reaume 
Mary Boden 
Diane Franey 
Tim Caughlin 
Linda Miller 

Helen Hawley 
Caterina Basile 

Ryan Mele 
Michael Zyrek 
Neil Racette 
Dave Felicelli 
Shelby Dauch 

Jim Wals 
Beth Gryniewicz 

Alaina Smith 
Debbie Psotka 

David McKenzie 
Olivia Colston 
Chris Caughlin 

Theisen Whitman 
Doreen Douglin 
Kenneth Beattie 

Karen Elpers 
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