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On the Easter Journey
+Fear is one of the most common of all emotions. We all fall into its grasp from time
to time. It can be very real and even cause us to freeze up and not act as we should.
The disciples certainly experienced this when Christ appeared in their midst as they
were listening to the two disciples [recount] what had taken place on the way.
The risen Christ came, offering them reassurance and peace. It is one thing to hear
a story about Christ’s post-resurrection appearance, it is another to see it with your
own eyes. The evangelist does not hold back in describing their fear – even their
incredulity. They see Jesus but they immediately think it might be a ghost or a
hallucination.
But Jesus will not allow that fear to have the last word. Reassuring them of his
real, actual presence, He proves it by the most common of all actions: He invites
them to look at this hands and feet, and to touch Him so they will sense the reality of
flesh and bones, which a ghost does not have. And then He eats in front of them –
something else a ghost would not do. But more than just ameliorating the disciples’
fear, Jesus presence has a triple purpose: to prove his resurrection, to help them
understand the fulfilled Scriptures, and to prepare them for their mission before the
world.
Jesus calls them witnesses – martyrs in Greek – disciples who give all to proclaim
the risen Christ. Peter becomes one of the great examples of this change. In our first
reading, we saw a different Peter from the Good Friday man who denied Jesus three
times. Filled with the truth of the Resurrection and the power of the Spirit, he is the
very opposite of fearful. Now he has the courage to stand before those who condemned Jesus – to proclaim Him as the fulfillment of the prophetic promises and to
call all to repentance. Saint John matches this powerful message with a reminder to
his community of the immensity of Jesus’ forgiveness.
So what about us? It is easy in our broken humanity to allow fear and doubt to
control us. Yet they must never have the last word: Christ always finds a way to
reassure us of the truth and reality of the Resurrection and its offer of life. As
believers, we find that reassurance in the sacramental and liturgical life of the Church
where the Scriptures are proclaimed and the Spirit is at work. Here we encounter
Christ, the second person of the Holy Trinity. Here He takes away our fears and doubts
and frees us to go out and share the Good News – unleashing the Gospel in both word
and deed. Jesus has conquered sin and death. The reign of fear is over! What a great
gift, what a great blessing we have received!
+As we journey through the Easter season and through Spring, we know it is the time
of the year to celebrate first Holy Communion for many of our little ones. They have
been preparing for this most special occasion and many are ready to approach the
(continued on page 3)

There will be
NO 3:30 PM
Sacrament of
Reconciliation on
Saturday, April 24 or
Saturday, May 4
Please remember our
children who are
celebrating their
First Communion!
IMPORTANT NOTICE!
We received word that a parishioner
at the 12:00PM Mass on Sunday,
April 11 tested positive for Covid-19.
This parishioner was sitting on the
main floor on the side toward the
piano / organ.
Please monitor
yourself for any signs or symptoms
and seek medical help if necessary.
This incident emphasizes the need
for wearing masks, following social
distancing, and following CDC
guidelines. We thank the parishioner
for alerting us to their positive status
and pray for their quick recovery.
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St. Andrew Staff Directory, Councils & Commissions

Weekend
Masses: Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am, 12:00 pm, 5:00 pm

Weekday
Masses: 9:00 am
Chaplet of Divine Mercy: after Mass

Reconciliation: Saturdays 3:30 pm

Anointing of the Sick
please contact the Parish Office 248.651.7486

Parish Office

Rosary: 8:30 am

248.651.7486

Pastor
Associate Pastor
Deacon
Deacon
Secretary
Pastoral Associates:
RCIA & Evangelization
Worship
Christian Service
Tech & Special Projects
Business Manager
Bookkeeper
Maintenance

Monsignor Michael Hrydziuszko
Fr. Craig Marion
Rev. Mr. Marc Gemellaro
Rev. Mr. Thomas Sliney
Ms. Gayle Durkin

pastor@standrewchurch.org
frcraig@standrewchurch.org
deaconmarc@standrewchurch.org
deacontom@standrewchurch.org
gdurkin@standrewchurch.org

ext 101
ext 112

Mrs. Susan Kowalski
Ms. Nicole Zakrzewski
Mr. Drew Peters
Mr. Christopher Kasperek
Mr. Paul Rybicki
Mrs. Anne Cairns
Mr. Steve Jordan, Supervisor

susank@standrewchurch.org
nikkiz@standrewchurch.org
drewp@standrewchurch.org
chrisk@standrewchurch.org
paulr@standrewchurch.org
annec@standrewchurch.org
maintenance@standrewchurch.org

ext 105
ext 104
ext 115
ext 114
ext 103
ext 109
248.651.3050

Music Ministry Office
Minister of Music
Reflections of Grace

Mr. Stephan Pawl
Mr. Jim Balistreri

ext 100

248.651.8466
stephanp@standrewchurch.org

248.931.1302

Faith Formation Office 248.651.6571
Faith Formation Director
Support Staff
Early Childhood
Elementary
Middle School
Youth Ministry
Children Lit of the Word

Mrs. Maureen Schreffler
Mrs. Linda Martens
Mrs. Maureen Schreffler
Mrs. Barbara Pacella
Mrs. Lidia Larges
Mrs. Brenda Heughens
Mrs. Margaret Kozak
Ms. Barb Zonca

maureens@standrewchurch.org
lmartens@standrewchurch.org
maureens@standrewchurch.org
barbp@standrewchurch.org
lidial@standrewchurch.org
brendah@standrewchurch.org
margaretk@standrewchurch.org
mzonca5270@aol.com

ext 116
ext 121
ext 116
ext 118
ext 119
ext 120
ext 117

Councils
Parish Council

Finance Council

Mr. Peter deSteiger

248.651.3322

Mrs. Mary Ann Ranger

248.321.1014

Mrs. Barbara Mihalic

248.608.1472

Mr. Dean Holefca

248.652.7223

Commissions
Christian Service
Faith Formation
Parish Life
Stewardship
Worship

Mrs Diane Bubnar
Ms. Tina Howell
Mr. Evan Reynolds
Mrs. Linda Maccarone
Mr. Gary Putz

248.650.0259
248.202.7608
248.656.8396
586-292-5840
248.652.2275

Affiliated Organizations
PAV Rep
Mrs. Mary Adesko
248.689.8160
K of C
Mr. Carl Gildner
248.398.2737
Holy Family
Mrs. Jeanette Izzi
248.299.3798 ext 106
St Vincent dePaul Mrs Mary Ann Coddington 248.651.7486
CCSEM
Mr. Chris Liparato
248.770.3663

Mr. Robert Krueger
248.650.1129
izzi.jeanette@holyfam.org

3

On The Journey (continued from page 1)

altar of the Lord and receive Jesus in this most special way! So please keep them in your prayers. The parish will be celebrating
with them in four smaller groups for the next two upcoming weekends, Saturday, April 24 th at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., and then again
on Saturday, May 1st, also at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. (There will be no confessions on those particular Saturdays, but you can always
call the office and arrange a time should you need to do so.) Other students and their families may be celebrating during the
course of the next few months, and we will welcome them to God’s table at those times!
+By now, most if not all of you should have received my letter about the upcoming 2021 CSA. Our hope was to get this out to you
before the Archdiocese mailing was sent out, explaining the fact that they have decided to handle the campaign for the parishes
(especially the many who struggle in doing so.) We’ve been blessed with great staff and your generosity, so it has not been a real
issue for us here at St. Andrew. Our letter was intended to “beat” the AoD letter explaining things, but downtown beat their own
deadline and sent their letter before ours.
Anyway….I ask for your continued support of this year’s effort. The target is $347,814, which sounds like a big increase over last
year’s – but remember that was reduced by 15% due to the pandemic impact on parish activity and collections. So I ask for your
great support once again, knowing of not only the assistance to so many Archdiocesan-wide ministries that CSA funds, but that the
overage to our target will be directed to paying down our loan balance (which is now just less than $2M). Your pledge/donation
may be sent EITHER to the Archdiocese in the envelope they included in their mailing, or returned directly to OUR PARISH OFFICES
in the envelope included in my letter mailing. I thank you for your support, and pray that we have a successful campaign! God
bless you for the sacrifice you make and the generosity you offer to our parish family!
+Some have been asking me, so let me explain….Fr. Craig’s assignment to us was for just one year, which he will have completed at
the end of this June. St. Andrew is certainly looked at as one of the great “training grounds” and experiences for those men more
recently ordained and preparing to take over parish leadership roles as administrators and pastors. Hence the change that we are
going through with his departure and Fr. Grayson’s arrival. (It has not yet been worked out as to how long Fr. Grayson’s
assignment will be.) Let us keep both of them, and all priests who will be going through the “transfer process” in our prayers. May
the good Lord bless them in the sacrifices they make!
+This past Tuesday I had my sixth infusion therapy, which continues to be of much help! I have been approved for two more years
of receiving this medicine, so hopefully, I will continue to work back to full health and remission! I thank you all for your continued
prayers!
+As we continue our Easter journey, know of my special prayers for all of you. This past week I attended the first “moderators
retreat” for two days as we move forward in our plan of forming “Families of Parishes” here in the Archdiocese. I will keep you
posted as we – St. Andrew, St. Mary of the Hills, and St. Irenaeus parishes – continue to work together more in this faith experience
that will hopefully provide even more opportunities to grow in our relationship with Jesus and build a stronger community here in
Rochester/Rochester Hills!
+Let us keep each other in our Easter prayers. Looking forward to seeing more of you – especially at church! But let us remember
our continued efforts with keeping safe and healthy during this time of pandemic….wearing masks, washing hands, sanitizing, social
distancing. Thanks for your cooperation and support!
-Msgr. Mike (with thoughts from
FAITH Catholic Publishing)
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Worship

Bereavement Ministry
“Blessed are those who weep and mourn for they
shall be comforted”
The St. Andrew Bereavement Ministry is looking for
additional volunteers to join them. The ministry
serves families who have lost a loved one to death.
The members of the ministry give comfort and
support to the grieving families of the St. Andrew
community by giving them our time, hearing their
thoughts and sharing their tears. The ministry offers
you the opportunity to grow spiritually by showing
your love and compassion. Training and resources
are provided. For more information Contact Jackie
McCarroll (248) 736-5020.

Grief Support Workshop Weekend
Christ the Redeemer
2700 Waldon Road, Lake Orion (248) 391-1621
May 21 7-9pm | May 22 10am-4pm
There are no stages to grief We all experience loss in
our own unique way. This workshop offers a prayerful,
practical and personal approach for anyone who is
mourning the loss of a loved one. Presenters will include Fr. Bill Promesso as well as John and Sandy
O’Shaughnessy from Good Mourning Ministry, a local
Catholic bereavement apostolate. Registration is $30.
For registration details contact Christ the Redeemer
Parish Office. This workshop is offered with support
from Modetz Family Funeral Homes.
Mass Coordinator—Funerals
These individuals are responsible for setting up for
funerals and assisting at them as needed. Availability
on short notice is helpful. Training is provided. If you
are interested in this special ministry, please call the
St. Andrew parish office

Everyone loves a wedding . . .
. . .and the St. Andrew wedding ministry is a lovely
way to contribute to the St. Andrew community.
St. Andrew wedding coordinators facilitate wedding
rehearsals and ceremonies. At rehearsal, they guide
the wedding party through the procession,
ceremonies during Mass and recessional. On the
wedding day, the wedding coordinator’s tasks run
from setting up the altar (making sure the rings are
in place), directing photographers, positioning
Kleenex boxes and might even include pinning a few
corsages and boutonnieres! The current team of
wedding coordinators is in need of a few more
members. Plenty of on-the-job training is made
available and a few coordinators team up to share
responsibilities (and fun)!
If you are interested or have questions, contact
Noreen
Casciani
at
248-763-6084
or
ntcasciani@comcast.net

A slightly overdue thank you to all who helped to make
the Celebration of Holy Week and Easter so special.
Since it is a rather long list, rather than naming
individual people, I will highlight the various ministries
in which people volunteered.
Decorating
Mass Coordinators
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Greeters
Ushers
Please know how appreciative I am for your willingness
to help out. I couldn’t do it without you! In Peace, Nikki

RCIA
RCIA Sacraments of Initiation
Easter Vigil Celebration!

5

On Saturday, April 3rd, fourteen people celebrated their long awaited Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil! Fr. Craig
presided, Monsignor Mike assisted along with Deacons Marc and Tom. Fr. Craig delivered an inspiring Homily on the need for all
of us to Evangelize others, and Stephan played a beautiful rendition of the Litany of the Saints.
Pictured are Jennifer Hammer, Preston Hammer, Richard Reynolds, Theresa Floyd, Linda Schwartz, Dominica Mazzetti, Matthew
Medaugh, Joseph Medaugh, Alexandra Molletti, Matthew Dreer, Nicholas Privert, Kate Saari, Luke Wanket, and Mary Ann
Spraggins. We appreciate all those who supported these individuals along the way to achieve this milestone in their faith.
Please continue to pray for our newly initiated Catholics as they journey in faith, that the love of Almighty God may enlighten their
hearts and lead them to serve Him with joy!
—Susan Kowalski
RCIA & Evangelization
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Christian Service

Virtual
Event
Join a 1 hour zoom conversation on the themes in Laudato Si` and common practices for Home, Work, and Church.

Facilitated by Denis Naeger and Sr. Grace Keane, OSF

Tues. April 20, 2021 at 7:00pm OR Wed. April 21 at 11:00am
The Zoom link is on St. Mary of the Hills website. (Service & Events Calendar)
Contact gracek@smoth.org, 248-243-0258 for information
Email, call or go to St Mary of the Hills website to Register.
Join Us ... in discerning our mutual care for our common home.

Save the Date
Care and Share Weekend— May 1-2
Baby Shower to help those who are
experiencing crisis pregnancy .
Diapers Newborn -6,clothing 0-18mon, toiletries, wipes, new baby items
All items donated to
Gianna House and Imago Dei Crisis Pregnancy Center in Detroit.
++++++++Thoughts from the Christian Services Coordinator ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
“Peace Be with you.” Again we find the disciples in fear and in this Lucan account the disciples think they are seeing a ghost. Still
Jesus is drawing them out of their fear to transform that into FAITH. In our Christian tradition ,Jesus is calling us to be witnesses
to faith. The fear in our time, across the globe, is palpable. Be it personal or collective, the crisis we encounter day to day is real.
But we can work in the creativity of our Risen Savior to sew love and bring in the new reality he proposed for humanity. Our work
in Easter is fresh. Earth Day is this week. It is a reminder that we have an opportunity to realize together in solidarity our shared
bond, the womb of our precious earth and to care for it. In that same breadth as we look to new life as we address Climate we
turn to those who are bringing new life into this world, perhaps in crisis situations. We care for these precious mothers and
children as a community. WE can be witnesses to faith in Christ who overcomes all fear and to know, All things are Possible with
God.

Faith Formation

On April 22 we celebrate Earth Day with the theme “Restore our
Earth.” It was organized in 1970 to address environmental issues.
From the beginning, faith communities have recognized the
importance of protecting creation, and have supported the
movement to do so.
Sadly, the earth is stressed out because of the over- consumption
of its resources. After creation, God rested on the 7th day, and the
planet needs to rest as well. The earth can heal and repair itself if
we allow it to. We can learn from our indigenous communities
who live in harmony with the land. Resources are not wasted.
Only what is needed is used. The entire planet must adopt
greener practices and work together for the good of our common
home.
The simple act of less commuter traffic as people work from home
during this pandemic has made a difference in our climate. What
else can we do to change our habits of consumption? Here are a
few other ideas to ponder. We can reduce, reuse, recycle. Use less
water, electricity and gas. Purchase foods with less packaging. Pick
up trash, especially our own. Buy foods that come from local
farms. Support businesses that employ fair production and trade
practices. Vote for officials who have the best interest of the planet
in mind. Learn more about our climate. Respect nature. Plant a
tree. Read Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter, Laudato Si, On Care for
our Common Home. There’s much more we can do, but this is a
start.
God’s original plan for our planet and all of creation was for it to
be a common heritage. It is a gift. We need to keep it in good
shape, with enough resources for the generations to come. Earth
Day is the perfect time to act to restore the harmony of creation.
Let’s begin by praying together Psalm 104:30, “Lord, send forth
your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.”
Blessings for a healthier planet,
Maureen Schreffler
Director of Faith Formation
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“The Earth will not continue to
offer its harvest, except with faithful stewardship. We cannot say we
love the land and then take steps to
destroy it for use by future generations.”
—John Paul II
“You cannot get through a single
day without having an impact on
the world around you. What you do
makes a difference and you have to
decide what kind of a difference
you want to make.”
—Jane Goodall

VBS 2021
“Treasured: Discovering
You’re Precious to God.“
We are hoping to offer in-person VBS
this year, for PreK through 5th grade,
the week of June 21st. We will have
limited registration and smaller
group sizes to allow for adequate
spacing. Masks will be required.
Adults and experienced teens are
needed to lead groups and stations.
Please contact Maureen at
maureens@standrewchurch.org
if interested.
In the event that we are unable to
gather in person, VBS-in-a-Box will be
made available again.

Please watch for further information.
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Youth Ministry

Holy Family Regional School

Holy Family Regional School
JESUS CHRIST IS THE REASON FOR HOLY FAMILY REGIONAL SCHOOL
ACCREDITED BY THE MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS

www.holyfam.org
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11

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE

Readings for the
Week of April 19

Limited 250
Weekdays
Monday - Friday
9:00 am
Public & Livestream

April 19
Acts 6:8-15
John 6:22-29

Weekend
Saturday
5:00 pm
Public & Livestream

Joyce Nowosiadly, 84

Sunday
8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 noon,
5:00 pm

Buried on
April 15, 2021

Died on
March 19, 2021

Mass on weekends
will be by reservations.
Link available on
Wednesday before.

April 20
Acts 7:51 - 8:1a
John 6:30-35

April 21
Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:1b-8
John 6:35-40
April 22
Acts 8:26-40
John 6:44-51
April 23
St George
St Adalbert
Acts 9:1-20
John 6:52-59

Remember, space is limited
to 250

April 24
St Fidelis of Sigmaringen
Acts 9:31-42
John 6:60-69
April 25
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:8-12
Psalm 118
1 John 3:1-2
John 10:11-18

TEMPORARY OFFICE HOURS
We are answering phones
as well as office visits
by appointment only.
Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday & Friday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Wednesday
11:00 am - 7:00 pm

Scott Holland, 65
Died on
April 8, 2021
Buried on
April 17, 2021
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Prayer Requests & Mass Intentions
Mass Intentions for the Week of April 18

Prayer Requests
All men & women in the military
& family members
Julie Kibler
Debbie Wagner
Michael Kennedy
Maxine Soncrant
Anders McCarthy
Chuck Hartner
Bob Hornung
Diane McGarry
Sue Ellen Boesch
Jack Waters
Luanne Nows
Mary Vonne Marie
Judy Cooper
Shaelyn Coleber
Dolores Esposito
Msgr. Mike
Noreen Finn
Sean Reaume
Mary Boden
Diane Franey
Tim Caughlin
Linda Miller
Helen Hawley
Caterina Basile
Ryan Mele
Michael Zyrek
Neil Racette
Dave Felicelli
Shelby Dauch
Jim Wals
Beth Gryniewicz
Alaina Smith
Debbie Psotka
David McKenzie
Olivia Colston
Chris Caughlin
Theisen Whitman
Doreen Douglin
Kenneth Beattie
Karen Elpers
Thomas Dulapa
Bomek Family
Grace Byrnes
Patricia Tousley
Bill Woodhull
Clare Fowler
Franz Estereicher
George Katanik
Judy Cote

SUNDAY
8:00 am

April 18, 2021
For the People of St Andrew

10:00 am





Tom Swierk
Hana Dedvukaj
Sharon & Tony DiCicco

Evan & Judy Reynolds
Family
Liliana & Iolanda DiCicco

12:00 pm




Mike Atkinson
Mark Wagner
Dave Felicelli

St Vincent de Paul
Family
Carl & Marilyn Wagner

5:00 pm
MONDAY
9:00 am

For All Those Pursuing Vocations to the Priesthood & Religious Life


April 19, 2021
Greg Marchenia
Lee Dung

Rosanne Marchenia
Family




April 20, 2021
Marta Rodriguez
Patricia Jones

Family
Soens Family

WEDNESDAY
9:00 am


April 21, 2021
Sr. Elizabeth Reis
Caterina Basile

Michael & Corrine Belanger
Family

THURSDAY
9:00 am

April 22, 2021
Aida Montinola
Carl Mannino

Leila & Family
Michael & Corrine Belanger



April 23, 2021
Deceased Members of the
Thomas Fresard Family
Gabriele & Wilma Calabrese

Michelle Bates
Walter & Bruna Grosse





April 24, 2021
John & Dorothy Dettloff
Richard Koerber
Greg Marchenia

Family
Betsy & Family
Rosanne Marchenia

TUESDAY
9:00 am

FRIDAY
9:00 am

SATURDAY
5:00 pm





SUNDAY
8:00 am

April 25, 2021
For the People of St Andrew

10:00 am





Hana Dedvukaj
Dod Pretshi Vulaj
Mri Gjekja Vulaj

Family
Family
Family

12:00 pm





Manny & Janet Yasso
Mark Wagner
Frank Buchanan

Family
Family
Mary Buchanan

5:00 pm

For the People of the Pontiac Area Vicariate

