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On the Easter Journey
+The Gospel doesn’t tell us if Thomas ever did put his hand in Jesus’ wound, but that
doesn’t matter. Either way, he and the other Apostles received all Jesus had to give
from his pierced heart: the gift of divine mercy that we celebrate today.
Here at the end of the Easter Octave, we’re called to reflect on how divine mercy
sums up the whole mystery of Christ’s passion, death and resurrection. Notice how
Jesus immediately greets the Apostles on that first Easter with peace, and shares his
bountiful mercy – giving them his own power of forgiveness. It is the deepest truth
God has shared about himself: He is mercy, He loves us even when we don’t deserve
it.
This is tremendously freeing. It frees us from worrying that we’re not good enough
to earn his love, from distancing ourselves from Him out of shame for our sins – as if
we could ever hide them from Him! Above all, it sets us free from the sin of despair,
of thinking that we’re too far gone for God to save us. How could a human creature’s
mistakes outweigh the forgiveness of the infinite Creator?
When our Lord appeared to Saint Faustina Kowalska in the 1930s, He instructed
her to paint what is now the famous image of himself with two rays coming from this
heart, red and white for the blood and water that flowed from his side on the cross,
with the inscription, “Jesus, I trust in you.” The water stands for the washing away of
our sins in baptism and reconciliation; the blood for the new life that we receive in
the Eucharist. As our second reading tells us, it’s Jesus, the one who came though
water and blood, who has conquered the world.
God’s mercy not only cleanses us from our past, it gives us a way forward. When
we allow it into our hearts, it manifests in our works of mercy for others. The peace
and mercy Jesus gives the Apostles comes with a command to go and share it: As the
Father has sent me, so I send you. These men who had been hiding in a locked room
then became such powerful witnesses to the Resurrection that they established a
community unequaled in solidarity and generosity.
This may seem impossible to us because we know how weak we are. We may have
as much difficulty as Thomas did in having faith in what Christ has promised us. And
to truly love each other as God’s children? To be of one heart and mind like the
community of the Apostles, setting aside our own attachments to serve the needs of
others? There are few things more difficult than this kind of sacrificial love. Yet Saint
John insists that these commandments are not burdensome, for whoever is begotten
by God – that is, whomever has faith – conquers the world.
Divine Mercy sets us free from the sins of the past and empowers us to live holy
lives in the present. So let us keep fixed in our minds these words: Jesus, I trust in
you!
(continued on page 3)

Divine Mercy
Sunday
Celebration
TODAY
See page 4 for details
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St. Andrew Staff Directory, Councils & Commissions

Weekend
Masses: Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am, 12:00 pm, 5:00 pm

Weekday
Masses: 9:00 am
Rosary: 8:30 am
Chaplet of Divine Mercy: after Mass

Reconciliation: Saturdays 3:30 pm

Anointing of the Sick
please contact the Parish Office 248.651.7486

Parish Office

248.651.7486

Pastor
Associate Pastor
Deacon
Deacon
Secretary
Pastoral Associates:
RCIA & Evangelization
Worship
Christian Service
Tech & Special Projects
Business Manager
Bookkeeper
Maintenance

Monsignor Michael Hrydziuszko
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Rev. Mr. Marc Gemellaro
Rev. Mr. Thomas Sliney
Ms. Gayle Durkin
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ext 101
ext 112

Mrs. Susan Kowalski
Ms. Nicole Zakrzewski
Mr. Drew Peters
Mr. Christopher Kasperek
Mr. Paul Rybicki
Mrs. Anne Cairns
Mr. Steve Jordan, Supervisor

susank@standrewchurch.org
nikkiz@standrewchurch.org
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Support Staff
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Middle School
Youth Ministry
Children Lit of the Word

Mrs. Maureen Schreffler
Mrs. Linda Martens
Mrs. Maureen Schreffler
Mrs. Barbara Pacella
Mrs. Lidia Larges
Mrs. Brenda Heughens
Mrs. Margaret Kozak
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brendah@standrewchurch.org
margaretk@standrewchurch.org
mzonca5270@aol.com

ext 116
ext 121
ext 116
ext 118
ext 119
ext 120
ext 117

Councils
Parish Council

Finance Council

Mr. Peter deSteiger

248.651.3322

Mrs. Mary Ann Ranger

248.321.1014

Mrs. Barbara Mihalic

248.608.1472

Mr. Dean Holefca

248.652.7223

Commissions
Christian Service
Faith Formation
Parish Life
Stewardship
Worship

Mrs Diane Bubnar
Ms. Tina Howell
Mr. Evan Reynolds
Mrs. Linda Maccarone
Mr. Gary Putz

248.650.0259
248.202.7608
248.656.8396
586-292-5840
248.652.2275

Affiliated Organizations
PAV Rep
Mrs. Mary Adesko
248.689.8160
K of C
Mr. Carl Gildner
248.398.2737
Holy Family
Mrs. Jeanette Izzi
248.299.3798 ext 106
St Vincent dePaul Mrs Mary Ann Coddington 248.651.7486
CCSEM
Mr. Chris Liparato
248.770.3663

Mr. Robert Krueger
248.650.1129
izzi.jeanette@holyfam.org
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On The Journey (continued from page 1)

+This Sunday is the feast of Divine Mercy, a special day on which we celebrate God’s generous gift of mercy and forgiveness in our
lives in a most special way! We will be having a prayer service in the church, starting at 2 p.m., led by Fr. Craig. Please know that
there is not a mass scheduled during this time, since we will celebrate the usual/normal vicariate mass at 5 p.m. And as a point of
information, since some have asked, it is not necessary to celebrate reconciliation ON THIS DAY to receive the indulgences of the
feast; only that you recently celebrate that sacrament.
+As we conclude the octave of Easter, I want to thank all those who helped make our Triduum and Easter celebrations a wonderful
expression of faith, in spite of the pandemic in which we live: to Nikki Zakzewski for work in the liturgical and environment areas;
Stephan Pawl and our cantors for music enrichment; Susan Kowalski for shepherding our participants in RCIA; Chris Kasperek with
the lead on our Easter Giving Tree and our video offerings, and the rest of the staff for filling in as needed with the bevy of
background activities that go on to “make it all happen.” I am grateful, and on behalf of the entire parish family, offer my prayerful
thanks to EVERYONE who gave of themselves in helping out in any way! Easter blessings to all!
It was good to see many of you who made the effort to attend some or all of our liturgical celebrations! May the good Lord
continue to keep us all safe and healthy! I welcome back those who from some of our local schools – Holy Family included – have
returned from break. School now enters that final stretch to its conclusion in June. HFRS will be celebrating its 40 th anniversary
later this spring; more information will be forthcoming as the plan is unfolded.
+As we move to this time of year, we often plan for movement among the clergy. Fr. Craig is completing his one year assignment
with us this coming June, and I am happy to announce that he will take the leadership role at St. Anne Parish in Ortonville.
Fr. Grayson Heenan will be joining us as parochial vicar; he comes to us from St. Damien of Molokai Parish in Pontiac. We wish
them both prayerful best wishes as they prepare for their new assignments!
+I again thank those who remembered me this Easter with their kind wishes, cards, food and other generous remembrances in
celebration of the Easter feast! Know of my prayerful gratitude! I am most grateful for the prayers for my health; this coming
Tuesday I will start my next “round” of infusion therapy, scheduled to last two years. (The medication does seem to be of help!) As
always, I look forward to seeing you!
+Let us continue to keep each other in prayer, especially those who are struggling with the coronavirus. May God’s healing grace
be upon them in a most special way, and on their families and caregivers. May we all work and live in a way that helps to bring the
pandemic to an end.
-Msgr. Mike (with thoughts from
FAITH Catholic Publishing)

Divine Mercy Sunday
Today’s First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles details how the early community of
believers was of one heart and mind, portioning all possessions with no claim of
ownership over them. All goods were held in common and distributed according to need.
In his First Letter and Gospel, St. John teaches us about strength of faith in Christ, which
guides us to love God and to answer His commission to send disciples forth to conquer
the world. We profess in awe and love, along with St. Thomas, My Lord and my God! As
faithful stewards, these passages should inspire us to share our many blessings with our
parish, the Archdiocese, the worldwide Church, and our neighbors in great need. Pray the
Chaplet of Divine Mercy with your family
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Worship
Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska
Saint Faustina’s name is forever
linked to the annual feast of the
Divine Mercy, the Divine Mercy
chaplet, and the Divine Mercy
prayer recited each day at 3 p.m.
by many people.

Born in what is now west-central
Poland, Helena Kowalska was the third of 10
children. She worked as a housekeeper in three cities
before joining the Congregation of the Sisters of Our
Lady of Mercy in 1925. She worked as a cook,
gardener and porter in three of their houses.
In addition to carrying out her work faithfully,
generously serving the needs of the sisters and the
local people, Sister Faustina also had a deep interior
life. This included receiving revelations from the Lord
Jesus, messages that she recorded in her diary at the
request of Christ and of her confessors.
At a time when some Catholics had an image of God
as such a strict judge that they might be tempted to
despair about the possibility of being forgiven, Jesus
chose to emphasize his mercy and forgiveness for
sins acknowledged and confessed. “I do not want to
punish aching mankind,” he once told Saint Faustina,
“but I desire to heal it, pressing it to my merciful
heart.” The two rays emanating from Christ’s heart,
she said, represent the blood and water poured out
after Jesus’ death.
Because Sister Maria Faustina knew that the
revelations she had already received did not
constitute holiness itself, she wrote in her diary:
“Neither graces, nor revelations, nor raptures, nor
gifts granted to a soul make it perfect, but rather the
intimate union of the soul with God. These gifts are
merely ornaments of the soul, but constitute neither
its essence nor its perfection. My sanctity and
perfection consist in the close union of my will with
the will of God.”
Sister Maria Faustina died of tuberculosis in Krakow,
Poland, on October 5, 1938. Pope John Paul
II beatified her in 1993, and canonized her seven
years later.
© 2020 Franciscan Media

Divine Mercy
The message of The Divine Mercy is simple. It is that God
loves us – all of us. And, he wants us to recognize that His
mercy is greater than our sins, so that we will call upon Him
with trust, receive His mercy, and let it flow through us to
others. Thus, all will come to share His joy.
On May 5, 2000, the Vatican decreed that the Second Sunday
of Easter would henceforth be known as Divine Mercy
Sunday.

Feast of Divine Mercy
Sunday, April 11, 2021
2:00 pm
Chaplet of Divine Mercy

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Benediction ◊ Divine Praises

Speaker: Fr. Craig Marion
St. Andrew Catholic Church
1400 Inglewood, Rochester MI 48307
248-651-7486
Praying the Chaplet of Divine Mercy
You are invited to join with other parishioners
after morning Mass to pray the Chaplet of
Divine Mercy in the Church. All are welcome to
join in on this brief service of prayer. When
funeral masses (and their associated set-ups)
conflict for use of the church, the chaplet
prayer gathering may be moved to an alternate
location or cancelled..

RCIA
Sacraments of Initiation
Final Celebration!
We joyfully welcomed sixteen new members into our faith community as they celebrated their
Sacraments at the Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 3rd, at St. Andrew Church!
•

Baptism—Richard Reynolds was washed clean by the waters of Baptism, anointed with the
gifts of the Holy Spirit, and feasted at the table of the Lord when he received his first Eucharist.

•

Profession of Faith—Theresa Floyd, Jennifer Hammer made a Profession of Faith, were
anointed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and feasted at the table of the Lord when they
received first Eucharist. Through the waters of Baptism Jennifer’s one year old son Preston,
also became a child of God.

•

Confirmation—Initiation into the Catholic Church is completed through the sealing with Sacred
Chrism Oil at Confirmation with the gifts of Holy Spirit. At the Vigil Mass we also welcomed
Matthew Dreer, Dominica Mazzetti, Joseph Medaugh, Matthew Medaugh, Alexandra
Molletti, Nicholas Privert, Kate Saari, Linda Schwartz, Mary Ann Spraggins, and Luke Wanket
as they celebrated full initiation into our Faith.

Please continue to pray for them as they journey in faith, that the love of God may enlighten their
hearts and lead them to serve Him with joy!
— Susan Kowalski

RCIA & Evangelization
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Christian Service

Easter Basket Outreach
Much gratitude to all who
donated to the Easter
Basket Outreach.
Thank you once again for
your support and generosity in giving a little hope
for families in crisis this Easter Season !

Homebound Ministry and Hospital Visitors
If you were a Homebound Ministry volunteer or
involved in visiting Ascension Hospital or interested in these ministries and would like to know
more about them please contact :

Outreach to Pontiac During the Pandemic
First a word of Gratitude to everyone at St. Andrew who during this
Pandemic has responded out of love, stepped up and got creative to
help Baldwin Center with the bagged lunches and sandwich making.
Here is a story about the impact of this effort:
In the last sandwich making session in March St. Andrew made about
150 sandwiches and prepared them in lunches. When they were delivered to Baldwin Center that Saturday they were overjoyed and exclaimed it was an answer to a prayer. They needed those lunches that
day and they were trying to figure out and coordinate it when our volunteer walked in to drop the lunches off. Love, Joy… connection.

Let us know if you want to help in this service.

Nikki Zakrzewski - Ext 104—
nikkiz@standrewchurch.org OR
Drew Peters - Ext 115—
drewp@standrewchurch.org
Thank you to everyone who has worked on this
before and during the Pandemic. It is a ministry
that gives hope to others in isolation.

St. Andrew Needle Work Group
There is as invitation this Easter to make your giving hope-filled,
personal and prayerful by knitting or crocheting something for a
local charity.
A small group keeps meeting periodically masked and social
distanced. Interested contact: drewp@standrewchurch.org

++++++++Thoughts from the Christian Services Coordinator ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
In the Gospel of John we find the disciples amidst a lot of fear. Jesus’s response to all of this is to give peace, to give the Holy
Spirit , and to call the disciples out of fear to find reconciliation and forgiveness. We are in the midst of much fear and trepidation.
We want to avoid people, the media, people who are different from us or think differently or God for bid vote differently. We
have failed to see the inherent dignity in others. It is Divine Mercy Sunday and the Second Sunday of Easter. What make s Mercy
of Christ so Divine? Perhaps we take a note from Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan. To the scholar’s smart question Jesus
gives a story that exemplifies what it is to truly love God and love one’s neighbor. So the answer to Jesus’ question, who was
neighbor to the robber’s victim? … the one who showed mercy. And then Jesus says, Go and do likewise. So here is Divine Mercy,
it is not only a belief or conviction we hold on to for ourselves, it is a verb, we are called to be people of Mercy. We are called like
the Samaritan to be ‘moved with compassion.’ We are called out of our fear and into relationship with those whom we disagree,
are afraid , have written off or with those society has abandoned. By going into our fear of the other, we find the Risen Christ.

Happy Easter and Divine Mercy Sunday!!!

Faith Formation
Love and Mercy
When we became brand new parents, my husband and
I experienced overwhelming love for our new little
daughter. I’m sure we weren’t the first parents to feel
that way; there was just nothing for us to compare it
with. Every coo, burp and involuntary gesture brought
great joy. As we added new babies to our family, we
were amazed at the amount of love we were capable of
giving. Then grandchildren came along. That’s a whole
new love relationship, which I highly recommend! I
can’t imagine anything they could do that would make
me not love them or forgive them.
But as great as our love is for our children, I have come
to realize that it is just a taste of the immense love God
has for each of us. Because God’s love for us is unconditional, we are loved no matter what we do. God is always willing to forgive our sins; we must be ready to
receive His mercy. And we must also be willing to extend forgiveness to others.
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Confirmation Teen Prep 2
Sunday, April 11, 3:30-5pm;
Thurs., April 15, 6:30-8pm;
Sat., April 17 10:30am-noon
Attendance is expected. Sign up for ONE date using
Sign-Up Genius on the website. Adult volunteers
needed for discussion leaders should use Sign-up
Genius, too.
Required for each meeting: a mask, your own
pen/pencil, and Covid protocol screening through
the Test Alert app.
Thank you.

As humans, our love is sometimes conditional. God’s
love never is. God wants to bestow great graces on you.
Rejoice in God’s love and mercy on this Divine Mercy
Sunday.
Blessings,
Maureen Schreffler
Director of Faith Formation

God loves us so much he
gives us the Ten Commandments (crafts pictured here)
to show us how to live lives
of peace, justice and love.

Students (above) proudly show their “God Loves
Me” activity from a lesson on the Greatest Commandment: Love God, love yourself, love others.
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Youth Ministry

Holy Family Regional School
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Holy Family Regional School
JESUS CHRIST IS THE REASON FOR HOLY FAMILY REGIONAL SCHOOL
ACCREDITED BY THE MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS

www.holyfam.org

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
ADOPT A PEEP
Miss Torey’s first grade class read an Easter story, and then,
they adopted and became a parent of their very own baby
Peep! They worked on a baby book about their Peep and wrote
about their baby’s adventures, favorite things, best friends, etc.
Learning is fun at Holy Family Regional School.

Congratulations to our Middle School Students of the Month!
Sixth Grade: Flora R. and Joey V.; Seventh Grade: Alessia R.
and Matthew M.; Eighth Grade: Jameson F. and Sophia F.
Students are chosen by mutual selection of teachers and
meet overall school goal of academic excellence, strong
character and consistent effort. These students are great role
models in our school!

ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS
Congratulations to the winners of the 52nd Annual America &
Me Essay Contest sponsored by Farm Bureau Insurance. The
three eighth grade students who earned first, second and third
place awards are Sienna S., first, Alex D., second and Anya D.,
third. The essays for the contest were based on the topic, "My
Personal Michigan Hero." All three students received award
certificates for their achievement. Sienna’s first place essay
now advances to the state level competition, from which the
top ten essays in Michigan will be selected. The top ten
statewide winners will be announced in April. We wish Sienna
the best of luck and look forward to hearing the results.

PALM SUNDAY ACTIVITY
First grade students in Miss Krol’s class learned about Palm
Sunday by cutting out their handprints to make palm branches.
They reenacted the Triumphal Entry of Jesus Christ into
Jerusalem. They waved their palm branches just as Jesus’
disciples did as he entered Jerusalem. They exclaimed,
“Hosanna, Hosanna, Blessed is He who comes in the name of
the Lord!” Students at Holy Family are blessed to receive a
faith filled education. Jesus Christ is the reason for our school!

10 Children’s Page
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REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE

Readings for the
Week of April 12

Limited 250
Weekdays
Monday - Friday
9:00 am
Public & Livestream

April 12
Acts 4:23-31
John 3:1-8

Weekend
Saturday
5:00 pm
Public & Livestream

Vincenzo Guglielmetti, 85

Sunday
8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 noon,
5:00 pm

Buried on
March 31, 2021

Died on
March 26, 2021

Mass on weekends
will be by reservations.
Link available on
Wednesday before.

April 13
St Martin I
Acts 4:32-37
John 3:7b-15
April 14
Acts 5:17-26
John 3:16-21
April 15
Acts 5:27-33
John 3:31-36
April 16
Acts 5:34-42
John 6:1-15

Remember, space is limited
to 250

April 17
Acts 6:1-7
John 6:16-21
April 18
Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 3:13-15, 17-19
Psalm 4
1 John 2:1-5a
Luke 24:35-48

TEMPORARY OFFICE HOURS
We are answering phones
as well as office visits
by appointment only.
Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday & Friday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Wednesday
11:00 am - 7:00 pm

Judith Petterson, 77
Died on
March 28, 2021
Buried on
March 31, 2021
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Prayer Requests & Mass Intentions
Mass Intentions for the Week of April 11

Prayer Requests
All men & women in the military
& family members
Anders McCarthy
Chuck Hartner
Bob Hornung
Diane McGarry
Sue Ellen Boesch
Jack Waters
Scott Holland
Luanne Nows
Mary Vonne Marie
Judy Cooper
Shaelyn Coleber
Dolores Esposito
Msgr. Mike
Noreen Finn
Sean Reaume
Mary Boden
Diane Franey
Tim Caughlin
Linda Miller
Helen Hawley
Caterina Basile
Margaret Courtright
Ryan Mele
Michael Zyrek
Neil Racette
Dave Felicelli
Shelby Dauch
Jim Wals
Beth Gryniewicz
Alaina Smith
Debbie Psotka
David McKenzie
Olivia Colston
Chris Caughlin
Theisen Whitman
Doreen Douglin
Kenneth Beattie
Karen Elpers
Thomas Dulapa
Bomek Family
Grace Byrnes
Patricia Tousley
Bill Woodhull
Clare Fowler
Franz Estereicher
George Katanik
Judy Cote
Bill Zandi
Valentina Carlesimo

SUNDAY
8:00 am

10:00 am






12:00 pm
5:00 pm

John & Gerri Birg
John & Gerri Birg
Family

Mark Wagner
Dan Janssen
Dave Felicelli

Family
Dilly Janssen
Carl & Marilyn Wagner

For the People of St Andrew


MONDAY
9:00 am
TUESDAY
9:00 am

April 11, 2021
John Silwanowicz
Paul Tocco
Nancy & Joseph Grewe

For All Those Buried at Guardian Angel Cemtery During the Last
Month
April 12, 2021
For the People of St Andrew
April 13, 2021
Irene Budinsky
Aida Montinola

Daughter, Donna
Leila and Family

WEDNESDAY
9:00 am



April 14, 2021
Richard Stys
Jesse Stuart
Kenneth & Mary Bisdorf Family

Family
Jan Klemm
Christine Miller

THURSDAY
9:00 am

April 15, 2021
Caterina Basile

Family



April 16, 2021
Christine Wissa

Family




April 17, 2021
Michael Eric Peters
Tom & Craig Gladden
Greg Cairns

Jim & Betty Nolan
Bernadette Gladden
Mom & Dad

FRIDAY
9:00 am
SATURDAY
5:00 pm




SUNDAY
8:00 am

April 18, 2021
For the People of St Andrew

10:00 am





Tom Swierk
Hana Dedvukaj
Sharon & Tony DiCicco

Evan & Judy Reynolds
Family
Liliana & Iolanda DiCicco

12:00 pm




Mike Atkinson
Mark Wagner
Dave Felicelli

St Vincent de Paul
Family
Carl & Marilyn Wagner

5:00 pm

For All Those Pursuing Vocations to the Priesthood & Religious Life

