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On the Journey  

+ Too often, we define a prophet as one who sees into the future – a forecaster, or a 
psychic.  But the biblical meaning of this role is someone who interprets the divine 
will.  The prophet delivers God’s message to his/her contemporaries and advocates 
for adherence to God’s plan.   
      In the first reading, we encounter Moses, God’s prophet who did marvelous deeds 
in fulfillment of God’s will – leading the Israelites out of Egypt, giving them God’s   
commandments, and leading them to the brink of the Promised Land.  Moses relays 
God’s message of another, far greater prophet:  I will raise up for them a prophet like 
you from among their kin, and will put my words into his mouth; he shall tell them all 
that I command him.  Further, God would hold accountable those who will not listen to 
his words.   
      And God did, indeed, send the greatest prophet of all – his Only Begotten Son.  In 
Hebrew, the word for this anointed one is “Messiah.”  In Greek, it translates as the 
“Christ.”  The angels confirmed the arrival of this Messiah in their message to the 
shepherds on the night of Jesus’ birth.  The Father confirmed the anointing of Jesus at 
this baptism in the Jordan and again at his Transfiguration.  When Jesus preached, He 
revealed what the Father wanted Him to reveal.  Whenever Jesus spoke or performed 
healings, He did so in harmony with God’s will:  “His works and words will manifest 
Him as the ‘Holy One of God.’  (CCC 438). 

     In our Gospel, we read of one such instance.  When Jesus was teaching in the     
synagogue at Capernaum, the people were astonished at his teaching, for He taught 
them as one having authority and not as the scribes.  And that authority was further 
manifested when He drove out the unclean spirit from a man.  The people were even 
more astounded that even the unclean spirits had obeyed Him.  The Church continues 
to act publicly and authoritatively in the name of Christ.  She exists to proclaim the 
Good News.  In the name of Jesus, she calls down God’s protection against evil in the 
rite of initiation. 
     What is the lesson for us in all of this?  Perhaps the clue can be found in today’s 

psalm response:  If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts (Psalm 95:7-8).  
We are constantly being bombarded with messages, with voices:  from marketers and 
politicians; from friends and foes; from those who spew hate and from those who 
seek peace; from voices who want us to satisfy our own interests and from those who 
see the common good. 
     Let us listen to God’s prophets.  Let us focus on those who have God’s words in 
their mouths.  This will take prayer and discernment, but it is possible with God’s 
grace.  In the midst of all the noise, may we always be attentive to the voice of God! 
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Weekend 
Masses:   Saturday  5:00 pm 
   Sunday    8:00 am, 12:00 pm, 5:00 pm 
 
Reconciliation: By Appointment 
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Masses:   9:00 am             Rosary:    
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:   
 
Anointing of the Sick 
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On The Journey (continued from page 1) 

 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

In today’s Scripture passage from Deuteronomy, Moses prophesies about a future figure that God will raise up from 
the Israelite community, from their own kin. Moses professes: to him you shall listen. In the Gospel from St. Mark, 
Moses’ ancient prophecy is fulfilled in Christ. It is Jesus, who speaks, heals, and drives out evil spirits with authority 
in the Capernaum synagogue. St. Paul encourages the Corinthians, in his First Letter, to commit themselves entirely 
to the Lord. As faith-filled stewards, we not only recognize Christ as the Great Prophet, but also support the bishops 

and others who observe and proclaim Jesus’ teaching — His Truth — and prophesy against moral relativism and 
injustices of our day. It is imperative to contact our governmental officials by telephone, email, or letter about laws 
or proposed laws that oppose Church teaching. 

+We continue to pray for our younger students who celebrated the sacrament of Reconciliation this weekend, and those who will  
be coming to receive the sacrament next weekend.  May the grace of the sacrament fill them with trust, hope, gentleness and 
love! 
 

+This coming week is the celebration of Catholic Schools Week across the country!  We are certainly gifted with the presence of 
Holy Family Regional School on our campus (and as part of our Family of Parishes).  HFRS is celebrating 40 years this year – what a 
profound statement of commitment to Catholic education by the many families who have been a part of this wonderful school 
over the past four decades!  May the Holy Spirit continue to guide and guard Holy Family, and may we all support its endeavors in 
the years to come!  Congratulations to the entire staff of Holy Family who make it the excellent resource that it is in our parish and 
our community! 
 

+As we prepare for Lent, we will have 3 gatherings for the celebration of Ash Wednesday.  Masses will be at 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.; 
there will be a Scripture Service at 4:30p.m.  All these liturgies will have distribution of ashes (pandemically-distributed with Q-tip 
applicators!).  During the season, we will also offer Stations of the Cross; Eucharistic adoration; and some additional times for     
reconciliation in addition to Saturday afternoons.  There will be a “communal” penance service (similar to what we did during    
Advent); this time it will be hosted by/at St. Irenaeus Church on Old Perch Road.  (Remember that they are one of the three        
parishes who make up our “Family of Parishes,” along with St. Mary and St. Andrew.)  More info will be summarized and published 
in next week’s bulletin. 
 

+I hope that you are taking advantage of one or more of the many opportunities for adult faith formation that are listed in the  
bulletin!  I would guess that many – like myself – would prefer “live” bible studies, etc., but given the state of things, we don’t want 
you to be disconnected on your faith journey.  Thanks to everyone helping us to keep these opportunities going through this time 
of pandemic!   
 

+Parish contribution letters were mailed out this past week for families/persons who gave $250 or more during 2020.  You can use 
these as supporting documentation for preparing your tax forms.  If you have not yet received this letter, and believe you should 
have, wait just a few more days.  If you still haven’t received one, then call the Parish Office and request your info to be sent to 
you.  (Don’t know about you, but I was still receiving Christmas cards last week!) 
 

+May we all let the Holy Spirit open our hearts and minds to God’s graces so that we can grow in our relationship with the Lord!  
As we prepare to enter our Lenten journey in a couple short weeks, may we not let this time go by fruitlessly.  Let us pray for one 
another and help each other stay safe and healthy.  Please know that you are all in my special prayers; I ask you to keep me in 
yours! 
 

        -Msgr. Mike (with thoughts from  
        FAITH Catholic Publishing) 



 

Worship 4 
Bring Your Old Palms 

Beginning the weekend of January 30-31,  

we will collect your old palms to be burned. 

Baskets will be available by the doors to 

place your palms in.  We will continue to 

collect them until February 14. Lent begins 

on February 17, Ash Wednesday 

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 

This feast commemorates how Jesus, as a baby, was 
presented to God in the Temple in                                  
Jerusalem.  The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord is 
a combined feast, commemorating the Jewish practice 
of the purification of the mother after childbirth and 
the presentation of the child to God in the Temple and 
his buying back (redemption) from God. It is also 
known as the Feast of the Purification of Mary, and the 
Feast of Candlemas. It is also called the Feast of        
Encounter (Hypapánte in Greek) because the New   
Testament, represented by the baby Jesus,               
encountered the Old Testament, represented by     
Simeon and Anna. Joseph offered two pigeons in the 
Temple as sacrifice for the purification of Mary after 
her childbirth and for the presentation and                
redemption ceremonies performed for baby Jesus. 

Feast of St. Blaise 
   St. Blaise, bishop and martyr, lived in the fourth century in Turkey and Armenia. For a time Blaise lived in the back 
country in a cave to escape persecution. He lived as a hermit, making friends with the animals and spending his days in 
solitude and prayer. 
   One day, a group of hunters discovered St. Blaise and seized him. As he was being taken to the governor, St. Blaise 
encountered a woman whose pig was being seized by a wolf; St. Blaise commanded the wolf to release the pig, and it 
was freed unhurt. While in prison, he miraculously cured a small boy who was choking to death on a fishbone lodged in 
his throat. Also, the woman whose pig had been saved brought St. Blaise candles so that his cell would have light and 
he could read the sacred Scriptures. 
   St. Blaise was executed in 316. From the two legends above came the popular custom of blessing throats on the Feast 
of St. Blasé. Two candles are crossed against the throat, and the following prayer is said: 
Through the intercession of Saint Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God deliver you from every disease of the throat and 
from every other illness. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

ATTENTION LECTORS 
Please have your availability for March, April & May to Anne Albertus by February 15 So that she can prepare the next schedule. 
Anne has asked that you contact her by Email with your requests.  We greatly appreciate your accommodations during these       
unprecedented times. 

While we cannot celebrate the wedding anniversaries in a 
manner we have in the past, we still want to acknowledge 
those couples that are celebrating significant wedding         
anniversaries at Mass on Saturday, February 27th at the 
5:00PM Liturgy. We will honor and recognize those who are 
celebrating an anniversary of 5, 10, 15, 20 years and up in 5 
year  increments through 50 years and then every year from 50 
and up. The Mass will include a blessing of the couples. To 
have your anniversary included in the bulletin, please return 
the slip below to the parish office by February 14th. 

 
—————————————— 

 
Wedding Anniversary Mass 

Saturday, February 27, 2021 
5:00 p.m. 

Please return to Parish Office 
Please Print:  

First Names: ____________________________ 
                       

Last Name:  ____________________________ 

Email Address: ____________________________________ 
 

Date Married______________________________________ 
Anniversary being Celebrated ________  

Number  Attending Mass ____________ 
 

__________  Unable to attend, however, please include our 
names with the  other anniversary couples in the bulletin.  



 

5 Christian Service 

PANDEMIC PRAYER 
(from catholiccompany.com) 

 
O clement, O loving, 

 O sweet Mother Mary, 
We, your children of every nation 

Turn to you in this pandemic. 
Our troubles are numerous;  

our fears are great. 
Grant that we might deposit them  

at your feet. 
 

Take refuge in your Immaculate Heart, 
And obtain peace, healing, rescue, 

And timely help in all our needs. 
You are our Mother. 

Pray for us to your Son. 
 

Amen. 

Care & Share 
Weekend of February 6 & 7 

 

It will benefit Catholic Community Response 
Team in Pontiac. They are in need of personal 
hygiene items like:  
 

full size shampoo, conditioner, soap, deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, shaving cream, razors, 
laundry detergent, toilet paper and Size 4 or 5       
diapers  
 

Please bring your donations in double bags to 
the Care & Share tubs as you enter church      
during this weekend.  Thank you for your        
support to this local charity! 

MCC Issues Guiding "Blueprint" Document for 2021-2022 Advocacy 

Catholics are called to a life of charity and justice, which includes engagement in the democratic 
process and in decisions that impact local communities. In this spirit, Michigan Catholic Conference 
exists as the advocacy voice of the Church in Michigan, standing up for justice and dignity during 
the formation of statewide public policy. Within its February FOCUS publication, A Blueprint for the 
Common Good, MCC outlines ten principles that will inform the organization's upcoming work at the 
State Capitol during the 2021-2022 legislative session:  

1. Human Life and Dignity 

2. Preferential Option for the Poor and Regulatory Policies 

3. Religious Liberty and the Freedom to Serve 

4. Education 

5. Children and Families 

6. Health Care 

7. Restorative Justice 

8. Immigration and Refugees 

9. Care for Creation 

10. Federal Issues 

http://catholiccompany.com/
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/j5ko1d603lDlRbr-cgvZpQ
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/j5ko1d603lDlRbr-cgvZpQ


 

Adult Faith Formation 6 
“No Greater Love” 

A Biblical Walk Through Christ’s Passion 

Filmed on location in the Holy Land, No Greater Love is a biblical pilgrimage that reveals Christ’s 
amazing love for us. Best-selling author Edward Sri guides you through the last hours of Christ’s 

life. You will walk step-by-step with Jesus from the garden of Gethsemane to Mount Calvary. 
Every step of the way, Old Testament prophecies, messianic expectations, biblical symbolism, 
and historical context shed light on the mystery of Christ’s suffering and death. Experience a 
deeper understanding and appreciation of God’s immeasurable and unconditional love for 

you—grow closer to Jesus than you ever have before.  

 

We invite you to consider this six week program at St. Andrew Parish.  

Weekly group sessions are starting at St. Andrew Zoom on Thursday, February 18, at 7pm.   

To register, purchase books, contact Linda Martens, lmartens@standrewchurch.org, 248/651-6571  

or Susan Kowalski susank@standrewchurch.org 248/651-7486, for more information.  

Will you follow Jesus to Calvary?  

RUN SO AS TO WIN THE RACE 
The Archdiocese of Detroit Scripture Challenge! 

“Listening and responding to God’s word in the Sacred Scriptures must be at the heart of our efforts to 

unleash the Gospel. One who is in love desires to know more and more about the beloved. Since all Scripture speaks 

of Christ, immersing ourselves in the word is a way to deepen our initial encounter and grow in our relationship with 

him.” —UTG Marker 3.2 

We are inviting all joyful missionary disciples to read the four Gospels, the New Testament, or the whole bible in 2021! 

We’ve broken it down into 6 different challenges, depending on what you feel you can commit to in the New Year:  

 5k Challenge Holy Family Guild – Follow 52Sundays each week (for parents and families) 

 10k Challenge Blessed Stanley Rother Guild – Daily reading of the Gospel 

 Half-Marathon Challenge St. Josephine Bakhita Guild – Reading the New Testament in 
a year 

 Full Marathon Challenge Our Lady of Guadalupe Guild – Reading the whole Bible in a 
year 

 Triathlon Challenge Blessed Solanus Casey Guild – New Testament in a year, monthly 
Confession, and join a small group 

 Ironman Challenge St. John Paul II Guild – Reading the whole Bible in a year, monthly 
Confession, join a small group, and daily Rosary 

 

For more information, please visit the following site: unleashthegospel.org/scripture-challenge/  You can also       

download a scripture year challenge calendar and receive Unleash the Gospel updates.  

https://www.unleashthegospel.org/the-letter/#the-word-made-flesh
https://www.52sundays.com/?__hstc=165887713.d3628f487d8c06118723b9905f9f999a.1598539691845.1604502287284.1611069784106.4&__hssc=165887713.2.1611069784106&__hsfp=2873996859
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FIRST RECONCILIATION PREPARATION 

The Virtual Preparation Session for                                           

First Reconciliation can be found on our parish 

website by clicking on the First Eucharist box on 

the home page. Please view it if you have not                       

already done so.  

FIRST RECONCILIATION CELEBRATIONS                                   

will be in-person, with masks and other safety pro-

tocols in place.  One parent may accompany child. 

Jan. 30 at 12:00, last names   A-F                                                                               

Jan. 30 at 12:45 , last names  G-L                                                                                

Feb. 6 at 12:00, last names   M-R                                                                         

Feb. 6 at 12:45, last names   S-Z                             

Thank you. 

                                                                                  

CONFIRMATION                                                                                                                 

PREPARATION 

Confirmation Preparation 

letters have gone out to families with 8th graders. If 

you did not receive one, please let us know. If your 

teen goes to a private school other than Holy Fami-

ly, please contact our office at 248-651-6571 to be 

included on our list.  

The first meeting is a Virtual Parent Orientation 

which will be available on our parish website soon. 

This meeting is a requirement and will outline the 

plan for your teen’s journey toward Confirmation. 

If you have not already signed up for the Confirma-

tion REMIND, please text @CONA-L to 81010 or 

@CONM-Z to 81010.                                                              

Thank you for your support.      

Maureen Schreffler, Director of Faith Formation                                                                              

Margaret Kozak, Youth Minister                                                  

Brenda Heughens, Middle School Coordinator 

Congratulations                                                                                                                    

to all who made their First Reconciliation Jan. 30, 

and to those who will     

celebrate on Feb. 6.  May 

this experience lighten 

your hearts and bring you 

closer to Jesus! 

Winter Reflection 

Looking out my window one sunny winter day, I re-

flected upon my own experiences of winter over the 

years. Snow days, sledding, snowmen and ice skating in 

the park are fond memories. Outdoor activities allowed 

us to enjoy the frosty air and the beauty of nature; 

sparkling snow on a sunny day, the silvery outline of 

leafless trees, snow-capped pines. We could frolic with-

out worry, because we had a warm house to retreat to. 

Inside, when wind and snow blew against the window-

panes, we had a fire in the fireplace, snuggly afghans, 

and mugs of hot cocoa. A warm house and the love 

within it kept us toasty. (I conveniently forget all the 

times my car was stuck in my own driveway!) 

Winter weather fluctuates, but our current tempera-

tures remain very cold. Stay vigilant. Dress warmly. 

And keep in mind those who are cold this year; those 

without heat, without a home or without love. Warm 

those you care for in your embrace. Warm those who 

need it most in your prayers, asking God to bring com-

fort and peace into their lives.  

Blessings, Maureen Schreffler                                                                               

Director of Faith Formation 
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Holy Family Regional School 

JESUS CHRIST IS THE REASON FOR HOLY FAMILY REGIONAL SCHOOL 
ACCREDITED BY THE MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

www.holyfam.org 

CLEAN IT UP!  
Mrs. Ritchie’s fifth grade students worked on an assignment 
called “Clean It Up” in science. They worked independently or 
with a partner to research ways that humans may damage the 
environment and ways humans attempt to reduce the damage 
afterward. They then had to choose one type of change caused 
by humans. Using their findings, they had to design a machine 
that would reduce human impacts on the environment or will 
clean up damage. Great ideas kids!  

CYO ALUMNI NEWS 
We are incredibly proud of these HFRS CYO Alumni who, along 
with their teammates, competed, and won the CYO 
Championship at Ford Field in 2017 as HFRS Wildcats. Last 
week they went to Ford Field again, but this time they played 
for the Division 2 State Championship as De La Salle Pilots. 
What an amazing group and special opportunity.  
Congratulations on a great game, the final score was 25-19, 
Muskegon Mona Shores. 

PRAYER TEAM 
We are blessed to have twelve parents on our HFRS Prayer 
Team. These parents have volunteered and committed to pray 
daily over intentions sent weekly by Mrs. Kim Myers, our 
Campus Minister. Prayer requests come from anyone who 
submits a prayer through the “Prayer Intention” button on the 
front page of our school website. Other requests are sent to 
this team from our Campus Minister which relate to the needs 
of our school community. This powerful group calls upon the 
Holy Spirit and shares various prayers with each other such as 
Novenas for specific causes. The members of this group pray 
in their own homes but they have shared that they feel the 
strength of their team with them during their prayer time. The 
prayers gathered each week are also printed and laid in a 
basket at the Altar during our Friday school Mass.  
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Have you… 

visited our website at 
www.standrewchurch.org 

 

signed up for  

our weekly email blast on our 
website 

 

connected with us on  
     facebook 
    

OR… downloaded our parish app 
at www.myparishapp.com  

February 1 
Hebrews 11:32-40 

Mark 5:1-20 
 

February 2 
Presentation of the Lord 

Malachi 3:1-4 
Psalm 24  

Hebrews 2:14-18 
Luke 2:22-40 

 
February 3 

St Blaise 
St Ansgar 

Hebrews 12:4-7, 11-15 
Mark 6:1-6 

 
February 4 

Hebrews 12:18-19, 21-24 
Mark 6:7-13 

 
February 5 
St Agatha 

Hebrews 13:1-8 
Mark 6:14-29 

 
February 6 

St Paul Miki & Companions 
Hebrews 13:15-17, 20-21 

Mark 6:30-34 
 

February 7 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Job 7:1-4, 6-7 
Psalm 147 

1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23 
Mark 1:29-39 

Readings for the  
Week of February 1 

TEMPORARY OFFICE HOURS 
 

We are answering phones  
as well as office visits  
by appointment only. 

 
Monday, Tuesday,  
Thursday & Friday 
 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 
Wednesday 

11:00 am - 7:00 pm 
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Reporting Sexual Abuse 
 
To inform the Archdiocese of Detroit         
regarding the sexual abuse of minors by 
priests, deacons, and other church     
personnel and/or to speak to the Victim 
Assistance Coordinator, contact 866-   
343-8055. A caller will be requested to 
provide his or her name and telephone 
number. All calls regarding complaints of 
sexual abuse will be returned in a timely 
manner. This toll–free telephone      
number has been established as part of 
an effort by the Detroit archdiocese to 
protect children, young people, and   
other vulnerable people in our schools,   
parishes, and ministries. This line is for 
reporting suspected sexual misconduct 
or child abuse within archdiocesan      
institutions and ministries only. Persons 
with complaints not involving clergy or 
church personnel should refer to the      
archdiocesan web site at www.aod.org 
for contact information for civil          
authorities. 

UPCOMING MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Limited 250 
 

Weekdays 
Monday - Friday 

9:00 am 
Public & Livestream 

 
Weekend 
Saturday 
5:00 pm 

Public & Livestream 
 

Sunday 
8:00 am, 12:00 noon, 

5:00 pm 
 

Mass on weekends 
will be by reservations. 

Link available on  
Wednesday before. 

 
Remember, space is limited 

to 250 



 

Prayer Requests Mass Intentions for the Week of January 31 
 
SUNDAY  January 31, 2021 
  8:00 am  Walter Gieselman  Sue & Dave Schaefer 
  Lou Merlo   Merlo & Irregory Families 
    

12:00 pm  For the People of St Andrew 
 

  5:00 pm  For the People of the Pontiac Area Vicariate 
 
MONDAY  February 1, 2021 
  9:00 am  George Bugarin   Msgr Mike 
    
TUESDAY  February 2, 2021 
  9:00 am  Constance V. Chila  Family 
  Nancy & Joseph Grewe  Family 
 
WEDNESDAY  February 3, 2021 
  9:00 am  All Souls in Purgatory  Chacko & Shimol P 
  Anne Whedon   Family 
  Helen Gayking   Pat & Gordon Rusher 
    
THURSDAY  February 4, 2021 
  9:00 am  Joseph Anthony Abela  Wife, Mary 
  Edward Herman   Elaine Herman 
  Patricia Weslock   Michael Anthony 
 
FRIDAY  February 5, 2021 
  9:00 am  Steve Roach   Family 
  Caterina Basile   Family 
 
SATURDAY  February 6, 2021 
  5:00 pm   Janet McGarry   Michael Hnat 
  Mary Jane Bismack  Janet Bommarito 
  Pete & Mary Kanan  Rosemary Schaller 
  
SUNDAY  February 7, 2021 
  8:00 am  Eileen Locke   Dave & Sue Schaefer 
  Anne Dolengowski  Family 
  Laura Conat   Family 
    

12:00 pm  Manny & Janet Yasso  Family 
  Sr. Mary Madeline  The Ormacheas 
  Mike Atkinson   St Vincent de Paul 
 

  5:00 pm  For All Those Buried at Guardian Angel Cemtery During the Last 
  Month 
  

All men & women in the military  
& family members 

David McKenzie 
Olivia Colston 
Chris Caughlin 

Theisen Whitman 
Doreen Douglin 
Kenneth Beattie 

Karen Elpers 
Thomas Dulapa 
Bomek Family 
Grace Byrnes 

Patricia Tousley 
Bill Woodhull 
Clare Fowler 

Franz Estereicher 
George Katanik 

Judy Cote 
Bill Zandi 

Valentina Carlesimo 
Jenny Markko 
Mike Helms 
Jerry Griffin 
Jim Fisher 

David Peaper 
Paul Adesko 

Cache Giacalone 
Frank Chaffee 

Msgr. Mike 
Noreen Finn 
Tom Maas 

Laurie Hasselwander 
Karen Ahearn 
Laura Keilman 

Jack Waters 
Scott Holland 

Sandra Brogger 
John Thompson 

Jack Hretz 
Angie Sultana 

Richard Mikutis 
Catherine Hornung 

Helen Hawley 
Caterina Basile 
Kristin  Sutter 

Deborah Giacalone 
Cheryl Labes 
Michael Rea 
Susan Metz 
Paul Jacque 
Tracy Jacque 
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