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On the Journey Back into Ordinary Time
+Today – on this feast of the Baptism of the Lord - our Gospel reading has John the
Baptist stating where he stands in relation to Jesus: One mightier than I is coming
after me. I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. I have
baptized you with water; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. This is the scriptural
foundation for our Christian baptism.
John was a humble man. He knew that he was not the Messiah, but he also knew
that he was called to prepare the way for Him. He baptized the people in water, so
that Jesus could fully baptize them with fire and the Holy Spirit.
The Church is born in baptism. In baptism, we’re forgiven for all sins: original (and
actual in the case of an adult catechumen). We are adopted into the family of God,
and given sanctifying grace to live and grow in holiness. We are marked as Christ’s
own forever, and called to a life of holiness.
The tremendous blessing of this sacrament includes its grafting of each one of us to
Christ, and its outpouring of the Holy Spirit into us such that we are then disposed to
receive additional graces and blessings throughout our lives. These graces assist us in
our journey to our final goal – union with Christ in eternity. Baptism cleanses and
prepares us for life in Christ through the action of the Holy Spirit.
The calling and dignity given to us in baptism are not lost even if we turn away from
the grace and blessings. This is why we never “re-baptize” someone who has fallen
away and then returns to the Church. While baptism does not guarantee that a
person will go to heaven after they die, it does mark them for Christ in a way that
cannot be erased.
John the Baptist prepared people with water baptism. Jesus gave them life and
the Holy Spirit. Our baptism is the first step in our lives as People of God. We are
cleansed and marked, so that we can be filled with the gifts and graces of the Holy
Spirit and be used for God’s glory. It is the beginning of our journey with, and to,
Christ. It is the foundation of the other sacraments we receive, and it is by this
sacrament that we participate in the full life of the Church. Our goal is to be filled
with the Holy Spirit. Only in baptism do we receive the grace that makes that journey
possible.
On this great feast which ends our Christmas season and moves us back into
“ordinary time,” may we realize the gifts we receive in and through the sacrament of
Baptism – the responsibility of being Christ’s disciples in our community and in our
world today – unleashing the Good News message of Jesus and bringing his love and
mercy to all those we meet on the journey!
+It is with prayerful gratitude that I thank everyone for their financial stewardship of
our parish family over these past months, but especially as we brought the year 2020
(continued on page 3)

FAMILIES of
PARISHES PRAYER
Father in Heaven,
renew your wonders in our time,
as though by a New Pentecost.
Holy Spirit, increase your gifts in us to
move boldly into Families of Parishes
with confidence.
Deepen our desire for every person
to encounter Jesus anew,
grow daily as his disciples and
give witness to his love and mercy.
This is our mission!
And we embrace it anew.
Grant that your Holy Church in Detroit,
praying perseveringly and insistently
with one mind, together with
Mary, the mother of Jesus, and
guided by St. Joseph, St. Anne and
Bl. Solanus Casey,
may increase the reign of
the Divine Savior,
the reign of truth and justice,
the reign of love and peace.
We ask this through Christ Our Lord.
AMEN
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On The Journey (continued from page 1)

to a conclusion. In particular, I thank you for your support of St. Andrew in the Christmas collection ($283,417 and still counting) as
well as additional support of our 2020 CSA efforts (total pledges/donations of $500,488 against a target of $302,657 – giving us a
potential refund of almost $198,000). We can make some additional progress on our building loan as well as getting caught up
with other bills and repairs that have come up and needed immediate attention. Again, my heartfelt thanks to those who
contributed!
+Remember to keep our young students – both in Religious Faith Formation and Holy Family Regional School - who are preparing
to make their first reconciliation in your prayers. These second graders will approach the sacrament of Penance at the end of this
month and the first weekend of February. May they come to experience God’s bountiful mercy in a most special way!

+At present there are no new updates on which to apprize you concerning the “Family of Parishes” movement going on
throughout the Archdiocese. Fr. Stan Ulman (St. Mary of the Hills), Fr. Gerry LeBoeuf (St. Irenaeus) and I have not had a chance to
sit down and discuss the first steps to take. As information becomes available, I will update you.
+Some have asked me about the status of the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays. Again, I have no new news to report on this
matter at this time. As it stands now, the “obligation” has been lifted through February 17, 2021. When any changes are
announced, we will post them as soon as possible.
+It was great to see many of you in church over the holidays – some whom I have not seen since March! Please use your best
judgment in attending worship in church: if you feel the least bit ill, please stay home and do not risk passing on whatever you may
be struggling with. We need to all work together at trying to keep each other safe and healthy! My thanks for your help and
cooperation.
Again, I wish to thank everyone who generously remembered
me with a card and gift this past Christmas season; I feel truly
blessed by your kindness! Stay safe & healthy, but work at trying to stay connected as best as possible. I look forward to the
day when we can all be together in church again! God bless us
all as we journey into 2021!
Msgr. Mike, with thoughts from
FAITH Catholic Publishing)

Baptism of the Lord
As is fitting, today’s Scripture passages are linked by the common theme of “water.” Isaiah, near the end of
the Babylonian exile, prophesies, through the Lord, All you who are thirsty, come to the water! St. John
proclaims in his First Letter, This is the one who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ, not by water
alone, but by water and blood. In St. Mark’s Gospel, the evangelist quotes John the Baptist in reference to
Jesus before our Lord’s Baptism in the Jordan River, I have baptized you with water; he [Jesus] will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit. The Sacrament of Baptism is the “the gateway” to all the other Sacraments. This
tremendous gift of Baptism forgives sin and it is here that Christ invites us, individually, to be His disciples.
When Jesus knocks on the door of our hearts daily, are we willing to let Him in, to follow Him, and through
the power of the Holy Spirit, profess His Truth to a world that needs Jesus? To learn about His Truth, sign up for a Bible Study at
your parish or a class at Sacred Heart Major Seminary.
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Worship
Baptism of the Lord / Ordinary Time

Today we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, and with it, we bring to a close the Christmas Season. We return to
Ordinary Time, which, may sound boring, but in fact is just the opposite. While Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter
highlight aspects of the Paschal Mystery, Ordinary Time allows us to fully enter and embrace the Paschal Mystery. Our
Sunday celebrations identify who we are as Catholic Christians. Nourished by the Eucharist, we are sent forth to
proclaim to the world who we are and what we believe through our words and our actions.
In today's Gospel we hear John the Baptist contrast his baptism of repentance with the baptism that Jesus will
inaugurate. John the Baptist says that he has baptized with water, but that the one who is to come will baptize with
the Holy Spirit. John's baptism was not yet a Christian baptism; it was a preparation for the Christian Baptism we
celebrate today, and through which sins are forgiven and the gift of the Holy Spirit is received. In accepting John's
baptism, Jesus, though sinless, united himself with all sinners.
The baptism of Jesus is considered an important manifestation of God in the person of Jesus, another epiphany.
Jesus' baptism inaugurates his mission. Mark's Gospel moves quickly from the report of Jesus' baptism to Jesus'
temptations in the desert to his ministry in Galilee after John's arrest. The end of the ministry of John the Baptist is the
beginning of Jesus' ministry. In an analogous way, our Baptism inaugurates our mission as Christians.
Surprisingly, on this the last day of the Christmas season the Gospel does not tell a story from Jesus' childhood.
Instead the Gospel reveals Jesus' relationship to God: the Son of Mary and Joseph is also God's own Son. We believe
that through Baptism we are also made children of God.
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Prayer for Christian Unity

January 18 - January 25, 2021

Gracious Lord, we pray for all the members of
your holy Church, that all may abide in you and
you in them, that they may be one in your love
and bear much fruit.

The theme for the 2021 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is
“Abide in My Love…You Shall Bear Much Fruit.” It was
discerned by the Monastic Community of Grandchamp in
Switzerland and finds its origins in the Gospel of John (cf. John
15:5-9).
In choosing the 2021 theme, the Community of Grandchamp
desired to share the experience and wisdom of their
contemplative life abiding in the love of God and keeping his
commandment of “loving one another as He has loved us.”
They remind Christians worldwide about the importance of
praying for the fruits of closer communion with our brothers
and sisters in Christ and greater solidarity with the whole of
creation.
“In these days of the Coronavirus threat, our world has
become smaller,” said Fr. James Loughran, SA. “We are one in
our response. More than ever, we need to appreciate the value
of Christian unity.”
The traditional period in the northern hemisphere for the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is January 18-25. Watch
for more information regarding videos of the Daily Scripture,
meditation, and prayer for the week of Christian Unity next
week.

We also pray for the world. That all may come to
believe in your love for them by the fruit of out
witness.
We know that our divisions are a source of scandal to your world, and we know that in love we
are called to unite as one in the vine and branches. The vine is our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son. We
are meant to be his branches. Help us we pray, to
love, to forgive, to seek justice and to be your
prophetic voice in the world. May your grace
effect growth of good fruit among us, that our
world ay realize peace.
We ask all this in the name of Jesus, your Son and
in the power of the Holy Spirit, One God for ever
and ever.
Amen
Graymoor Ecumenical & Interreligious Institute

Adult Faith Formation
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Walking with Purpose
A Women’s Catholic Bible Study
Do you desire to grow in your Catholic faith?
Do you seek connection with other women in our parish community?
Are you searching for something more in your life?
We invite you to consider joining Walking with Purpose at St. Andrew Parish.
Opening Your Heart, our foundational study, is designed for women new to Walking with Purpose whether or not you
have any Bible study experience; you are welcome as you are to learn how the Scriptures apply to our everyday lives.
The mission of Walking with Purpose is to help every Catholic woman and girl in America
open her heart to Jesus Christ.
Interested in learning more? Please join us to find out what Walking with Purpose is all about!
Bring a friend to meet us at St. Andrew via Zoom on Tuesdays, at 10am or 7pm.
For questions, or to RSVP, contact Ann Sliney, amcsly@aol.com, 248/703-8402 or JoAnn Brinser,
atthelake04@gmail.com, or visit Walking with Purpose online www.walkingwithpurpose.com for more information.
We hope to see you!
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Adult Faith Formation
2021 Winter Offerings

Are you looking for something new this winter to stay connected to people? This pandemic has
required us to remain isolated from our brothers and sisters in faith. Joining one of the following
small groups is a great way to connect with parish members, whether it be remotely, socially distant at
the parish, or a parishioner’s home. We hope you will prayerfully consider which offering best fits
your spiritual needs and maybe invite a family member or a friend to join you!
To find out more information, please visit the St. Andrew website under the tab “Learn” and “Adult
Faith Formation” (http://www.standrewchurch.org/adult-faith-formation/), or watch the parish
bulletin for more information regarding registration. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact: Susan Kowalski: susank@standrewchurch.org, or (248) 651-7846 (x105).

Since most of our sessions will be held via Zoom, please feel free to download the free Zoom application,
which can be run on laptops, tablets, and phones, and familiarize yourself with Zoom by accessing the free
Zoom support and training available at: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us. It is fun and easy!

Faith Formation
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Baptism of Our Lord

FIRST RECONCILIATION PREPARATION

Baptism is a beautiful sacrament in our Catholic
tradition. When was the last time you attended
one? It gives us the opportunity to welcome
another into the faith community, and also renew
our own baptismal vows.

The Virtual Preparation Session for
First Reconciliation can be found on our parish
website by clicking on the First Eucharist box on
the home page. Please view it if you have not
already done so.

The symbols are rich in meaning. Water is lifegiving, and is used to signify cleansing and growth.
Oil provides strength for the journey. A white
garment is a sign of new life. A candle is given to
light the way out of darkness.

FIRST RECONCILIATION CELEBRATIONS

The Baptismal day is special, but Baptism is not
limited to just that moment when water is poured
and the Trinity is invoked. It continues throughout
our lives, calling us to live out our baptismal
promises.
The baptism of Jesus, which we
celebrate today, signaled the beginning of his
mission. We can consider our own mission to
spread the good news and serve others as Jesus
did.
As baptized disciples, we have the awesome
responsibility of helping our loved ones live out
their Baptismal promises. How can we do that? Put
their Baptismal dates on your calendar and remember the day with a card, text or cake. Look at
photos and tell the story. Pray together. Talk about
how God has been present in your life.
Whether you were baptized as an infant, child or
adult, you can be sure the event was filled with joy.
Let us rejoice in the awareness that through
Baptism we are all part of the family of God!
Blessings,
Maureen Schreffler
Director of Faith Formation

will be in-person on Jan. 30 and Feb. 6.
Thank you.

“We are called to live our baptism every
day, as new creatures,
clothed in Christ.”
Pope Francis
IMPORTANT FAITH FORMATION NEWS
Virtual Faith Formation will continue for the remainder of the school year. We hope you have
been enjoying the videos. We look forward to
meeting in person next fall. Thank you for all your
patience and feedback.

52 Sundays is a dynamic
guide to help you and your
family reclaim the Lord's Day
with prayer, activities, food,
and more! It offers simple
and insightful ways for your
family to spend time together
each Sunday learning more
about the Catholic faith and having fun while
you’re it. Sign up to receive weekly content or
download a digital copy at www.52sunday.com.
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Youth Ministry

K of C
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10 Holy Family Regional School
Holy Family Regional School
JESUS CHRIST IS THE REASON FOR HOLY FAMILY REGIONAL SCHOOL
ACCREDITED BY THE MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS

HAPPY NEW YEAR
We’re thrilled to be back together again, classes resumed on
January 4th. We wish everyone a happy, healthy new year!

SCHOLAR ATHLETES
Congratulations to our Fall Scholar Athletes. Cheer: Ana D.;
Cross Country: Elizabeth T.; Cross Country: Mark G.;
Football: Tommy O.; Soccer: Maria S.; Volleyball: Alessa A.
These students excel in academics as well as athletics and
are leaders in their sport. They were nominated by their
coaches and chosen by their teachers, our Principal Mr.
Myers and Mrs. Hondzinski, HFRS Assistant Principal.

POLAR EXPRESS
Students in kindergarten enjoyed their Polar Express Day before Christmas vacation. What could be more fun than going to school
in your pajamas and watching a great movie? Everyone heard the bells, it was a very exciting celebration for the children.
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Readings for the
Week of January 11

UPCOMING MASS SCHEDULE
Limited 250

January 11
Hebrews 1:1-6
Mark 1:14-20

Weekdays
Monday - Friday
9:00 am
Public & Livestream
Weekend
Saturday
5:00 pm
Public & Livestream
Sunday
8:00 am, 12:00 noon,
5:00 pm

Louis Sardelli, 88
Died on
December 17, 2020
Buried on
December 30, 2020

Mass on weekends
will be by reservations.
Link available on
Wednesday before.

January 12
Hebrews 2:5-12
Mark 1:21-28
January 13
St Hilary
Hebrews 2:14-18
Mark 1:29-39
January 14
Hebrews 3:7-14
Mark 1:40-45
January 15
Hebrews 4:1-5, 11
Mark 2:1-12
January 16
Hebrews 4:12-16
Mark 2:13-17

Remember, space is limited
to 250
Joseph Alonghi, 89
Died on
December 25, 2020
Buried on
December 29, 2020

Steven Gorail, 34

Dino Carlesimo, 60

Died on
January 2, 2021

Died on
December 24, 2020

Buried on
January 7, 2021

Buried on
December 31, 2020

January 17
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19
Psalm 40
1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20
John 1:35-42
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Prayer Requests & Mass Intentions
Mass Intentions for the Week of January 10

Prayer Requests
All men & women in the military
& family members
Bill Woodhull
Franz Estreicher
George Katanik
Judy Cote
Bill Zandi
Valentina Carlesimo
Jenny Markko
Mike Helms
Jerry Griffin
Jim Fisher
David Peaper
Paul Adesko
Cache Giacalone
Frank Chaffee
Tom Bomek
Norman Bomek
Msgr. Mike
Noreen Finn
Tom Maas
Laurie Hasselwander
Karen Ahearn
Laura Keilman
Jack Waters
Mike Peters
Scott Holland
Sandra Brogger
John Thompson
Jack Hretz
Angie Sultana
Richard Mikutis
Catherine Hornung
Helen Hawley
Caterina Basile
Kristin Sutter
Deborah Giacalone
Cheryl Labes
Michael Rea
Susan Metz
Paul Jacque
Tracy Jacque
Lisa Miller Ruskin
Mark Wiemels
Diane Franey
Debbie Psotka
Karen Young
Dave Felicelli
Dan Brusstar
Mary Jo Dinha
Tom Donoughe

SUNDAY
8:00 am
12:00 pm

January 10, 2021
For the People of St Andrew




5:00 pm
MONDAY
9:00 am
TUESDAY
9:00 am

SUNDAY
8:00 am

12:00 pm
5:00 pm

Wife, June




January 11, 2021
Edward Kaminski
Chuck Brusstar

Wife, Kathy
Brusstar Family



January 12, 2021
Neil McHale

Joe & Mary MacNeil

January 13, 2021
Caterina Basile

Family

January 14, 2021
Sr. Mary Madeline
Jim Brigulio

Ormachea Family
Family




FRIDAY
9:00 am

SATURDAY
5:00 pm

Friends
Sue Vittorini & Family

For the People of the Pontiac Area Vicariate

WEDNESDAY
9:00 am
THURSDAY
9:00 am

Mary Margaret Balistreri
Angela Chirco
Joseph Marheineke &
Howard Umloff

January 15, 2021
For the People of St Andrew




January 16, 2021
Stan Hinkle
Walter Gieselman
Penelope Anne Trecapelli

Jim & Betty Nolan
Sue & Heinz Duda
DeFrancis Family




January 17, 2021
Aldo Terenzi
Allison Ralston
Nancy & Joseph Grewe

Wife, Tina
Carol & Jim
Family

For the People of St Andrew
For All Those Pursuing Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life

