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On the Advent Journey
”Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.”
+There is a somewhat humorous, if not also insightful, observation about the oftenused command in Scripture: Do not be afraid. This observation is that any time we
hear “fear not,” or “do not be afraid,” something very-worth-being-afraid-of is about
to happen. In other words, the words “fear not” ought to strike fear into our hearts,
because we are about to be asked to do something far outside of our comfort zone: to
trust, to have faith, to grow, to love, to follow where the Lord is leading us.
There is something amusing in this, because there is also some truth to it. How
many of us have had children say, “don’t be mad, but…” (followed by something that
likely makes us mad), or heard someone say, “don’t worry, but…” (followed by
something no one would blame us for worrying about.)
But there is something quite insightful in this observation, too. And that is, we can
laugh at the idea of it because we know, in the end, that all will be well. How do we
know this? Because of why we are told not to be afraid: Do not fear, I am with you
(Isaiah 41:10); Be strong, do not fear! He comes to save you (Isaiah 35:4); Take courage,
it is I, do not be afraid (Mark 6:50). From the beginning of human time, God has
promised us He will not forsake us, or leave us alone. And so today: Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God.
Mary, perfected in grace, has been chosen by God for something we’d agree that
anyone of common sense would find frightening. But in her knowledge of God’s favor
upon her (another way of saying God would always be with her), she steps boldly and
fully into the unknown. She has been told that the Holy Spirit will come upon her; and
that the power of the Most High will overshadow her. She will not be alone. She will
have the help and grace of God for whom nothing will be impossible.
And so her “fiat” – May it be done to me according to your word – makes perfect
sense. How could she not say yes, when her faith and trust in a God who had nurtured
his covenant and fulfilled every promise, was affirmed by his envelopment of her in his
love and protection? How could we not say yes, when the same God who found favor
with Mary, finds favor with us and never forsakes us? He can strengthen us, Paul
writes to the Romans. Where we cannot, God can. We do nothing alone, and all
things through the grace of God.
The angels and the prophets, and Jesus himself, are right to tell us “fear not.” For
God is with us – Emmanuel. And so we can laugh at the observation regarding
Scripture, and we can laugh in the face of our fear. And in these remaining days of
Advent, we give thanks for our Triune God who desires to be in relationship with us,
who dwelt among us and whose Holy Spirit empowers us in our faith.
(continued on page 3)

FAMILIES of
PARISHES PRAYER
Father in Heaven,
renew your wonders in our time,
as though by a New Pentecost.
Holy Spirit, increase your gifts in us to
move boldly into Families of Parishes
with confidence.
Deepen our desire for every person
to encounter Jesus anew,
grow daily as his disciples and
give witness to his love and mercy.
This is our mission!
And we embrace it anew.
Grant that your Holy Church in Detroit,
praying perseveringly and insistently
with one mind, together with
Mary, the mother of Jesus, and
guided by St. Joseph, St. Anne and
Bl. Solanus Casey,
may increase the reign of
the Divine Savior,
the reign of truth and justice,
the reign of love and peace.
We ask this through Christ Our Lord.
AMEN
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On The Journey (continued from page 1)

My friends, we do not have to be afraid! God has promised us He will not forsake us, or ever leave us alone. Emmanuel is
ALWAYS here with us, and how blessed we are!
+Well, as we enter this last week of Advent, we all find it very busy around the parish, especially in the office with the processing of
tickets. If for some reason you are not able to use your tickets, please return them to the office so others might put them to use –
thanks! Also, please remember that we are asking that over the four days of Christmas and the weekend immediately following
(feast of the Holy Family) that you only attend one mass during those four days, to give more people a chance to attend and not
feel overwhelmed by any crowds while still having a chance to attend Mass on this high feast of the Church’s calendar!
I ask that you follow all the guidelines that come from the state and the Archdiocese in an effort to keep people safe in this time
of pandemic. Masks MUST be worn; social distance between families/households. Preference is to receive Holy Communion in the
hand. AND IF YOU ARE THE LEAST BIT SICK//UNDER THE WEATHER, PLEASE, PLEASE DO NOT COME TO CHURCH IN AN
ABUNDANCE OF CAUTION!! I know that this will most likely be one of the most difficult Christmas celebrations that any of us has
been through/will go through in our lifetimes. Let’s help each other out and try to give one another the gift of good health!
+My sincere thanks for all your prayers for me. I go for infusion #4 this Tuesday, so I am hopeful that it will be an additional
“boost” to handle all the holiday liturgies. I have been so very blessed with all your support over these past months – Know of my
special prayers for you! I look forward to seeing many of you in church over the coming weekend of celebrations!
-Msgr. Mike (with thoughts from
FAITH Catholic Publishing)

4th Sunday of Advent
In today’s Scripture passages from Second Samuel and the Gospel from the evangelist St. Luke, God pledges
that the line of David will be everlasting. Nathan’s prophecy to David foreshadows our Blessed Virgin Mary’s
acceptance of God’s eternal plan of salvation. In the Gospel, the archangel Gabriel declares to Mary, The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. The Messiah would be
conceived in her womb and born of the house of David. The Virgin Mary fully embraces God’s call and gives
all to do His will. Are we, as Advent stewards, prepared to pay the price of faith-filled discipleship by following
Mary’s example? One way to deepen our personal relationship with Christ is through the daily reciting the
Rosary. Directions on how to pray this beautiful, Scripture-based, Marian prayer can be found on the website:
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/rosary/how-to-pray-the-rosary.html

HOLIDAY
OFFICE HOURS

Wednesday, December 23
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Monday, December 28
9:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Thursday, December 24
Closed

Tuesday, December 29
9:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Friday, December 25
Closed

Wednesday, December 30
9:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Saturday, December 26
Closed

Thursday, December 31
9:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Sunday, December 27
Closed

Friday, January 1
Closed
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Worship

December 17
O Wisdom of our God Most High,
guiding creation with power and love:
come to teach us the path of knowledge!
December 18
O Leader of the House of Israel,
giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai:
come to rescue us with your mighty power!

December 19
O Root of Jesse’s stem,
sign of God’s love for all his people:
come to save us without delay!
December 20
O Key of David,
opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom:
come and free the prisoners of darkness!

The "O Antiphons" of Advent
The Roman Church has been singing the "O" Antiphons
since at least the eighth century. They are the antiphons
that accompany the Magnificat canticle of Evening Prayer
from December 17-23. They are a magnificent theology that
uses ancient biblical imagery drawn from the messianic
hopes of the Old Testament to proclaim the coming Christ
as the fulfillment not only of Old Testament hopes, but present ones as well. Their repeated use of the imperative
"Come!" embodies the longing of all for the Divine Messiah.

December 21
O Radiant Dawn,
splendor of eternal light, sun of justice:
come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the
shadow of death.
December 22
O King of all nations and keystone of the Church:
come and save man, whom you formed from the dust!
December 23
O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law:
come to save us, Lord our God!
—From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers

Christmas Star 2020
Anyone who knows the Christmas Story, is familiar with the star that appeared in the sky during the birth of Jesus,
seen by the shepherds and leading the Magi to the Christ Child. Stars and astrological signs can be found in various
books of the bible with significance to both those of biblical time, but also to Christians who are awaiting the second
coming of Christ.
This December there is an astronomical phenomenon that has many believers and non-believers alike preparing to
turn their attention to the night sky. On December 21 the planets Saturn and Jupiter will align and form a “Christmas
star” shape in their alignment. Christian astronomers note that the last occurrence of something like this at this time
of the year was back in the 1200s.
The “Christmas star” can be seen anywhere on Earth if the sky is clear, with the best view on December 21. Why be
excited about this? Besides the fact that stars are pretty, there are a couple of reasons that we as Catholic Christians
should be excited.
The Christmas star of 2020 is a true reminder of what the star may have looked like so many years ago when Jesus
was born as theologians have speculated that it was an alignment of the planets Jupiter, Venus and Saturn that
formed the first star.
The star can help us point others to Jesus. In the same way the star is scripture led the Magi to the Christ Child, we
can use the star to talk to others about the birth of Jesus. When family and friends who may not know Jesus or have
turned away from the faith talk about the bright star in the sky, we can use the opportunity to share the story of Jesus in a very natural way.
May this phenomenon this year help all of us take time to look at the sky and follow the “star” to .Jesus.

Worship / Christian Service
FEAST OF THE
NATIVITY OF THE LORD
Call Office for Tickets
248-651-7486
Thursday, December 24
4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, 11:00 PM
Friday, December 25
9:00 AM & 12:00 Noon
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Anointing of the Sick
When is it appropriate to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick? We are
permitted to receive the Sacrament, prior to surgery, for those who are ill, those who
are in the hospital, for those of Advanced Age, for those residing in a nursing home
and for those who could be near death. The minister of the sacrament is the priest.
The oil used, called the Oil of the Infirmed, is an oil which is blessed by our
Archbishop. This sacrament is found in Sacred Scripture, the apostle James taught us,
“Are there any who are sick among you? Let them send for the priests of the Church,
and let the priests pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord;
and the prayer of faith will save the sick persons, and the Lord will raise them up; and
if they have committed any sins, their wills will be forgiven them.” [James 5:14f]
Our Lord’s Love is beyond our understanding. Our Lord Jesus’ great love for us isn’t
practical. He loves us so much, that He sent His only Son to be our Savior and
Redeemer. With that, if you believe you need anointing or a family member/close
friend needs Anointing, please call our Parish Office.
Please don’t wait until death seems imminent. It is best to contact our Parish Office
sooner, rather than later to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. For
many years, our ancestors in faith would wait to have the Sacrament administered
only to those who were believed to be near death, which is known as Extreme Unction
(Final Anointing). Certainly if a Priest is able, we will always make every effort to be
with someone in those final moments, but remember this sacrament is a gift not only
reserved to those who are close to death. It can be used for a multitude of reasons. I
personally can say, although a person may not receive “bodily healing” they can
receive “eternal healing.”

THE HOLY FAMILY
OF JESUS
Link will be available
the week of December 20
Saturday, December 26
5:00 PM
Sunday, December 27
8:00 AM & 12:00 PM

The Archdiocese of Detroit
encourages participation at Masses
only once through the four days
(December 24-27)
instead of twice
for greater number of people.
to attend

May our Lord Jesus bless you!
Fr. Craig

Christmas Giving Tree
In everything I did, I showed you that by this
kind of hard work we must help the weak,
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself
said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.’ Acts 20:35
Your response of generosity to the Christmas
Giving Tree this year, amidst everything that is
going on, was truly a blessing to all those who
have been helped. We assisted numerous
people and families through the agencies we
supported as well as families known through
our St Vincent de Paul Society .

Thank you to everyone who came out to donate on Sunday, December 6. With your
donation, the Red Cross collected 166 blood products. Thank you for making this one
of our most successful drives. Also, thanks to Carl Gildner for his assistance in making
this happen when we cannot have volunteers to assist during this time.
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Faith Formation
IMPORTANT
Mary Said “Yes”

It sounds simple. Mary said “yes” to God’s plan. But did
she know what life would be like as the Mother of God?
No parent, no matter how much one reads up on
parenthood, is totally prepared for what life will be like
with children. And Mary had the added twist of her
child being extraordinary. Oh, sure, all of our children
are extraordinary to us. But only Mary’s was Christ.
She accepted God’s will, pondered what her life would
be like, and prepared for her son.
Do we know what God’s plan is for us? Can we say “yes”
to it? What does it mean for our futures? Sometimes
the plans we make for ourselves are different than
what God has in mind. We must trust that God’s plan is
best and pray to understand what it is God wants us to
do. Sometimes the path is not easy, but if it is God’s
will, it will be meaningful and rewarding.
Mary’s “yes” sets an example for us in following God’s
will. We can imitate her faith, trust and humility, and
realize that it’s God’s timing, not ours, that’s important.
It is because Mary said “yes” to being the Mother of Jesus that we can receive Jesus in the Eucharist today, to
which we can all give a resounding “Yes”!
Blessings, Maureen Schreffler
Director of Faith Formation

St. Andrew Youth present
STEPPING INTO THE STORY
A VIRTUAL REFLECTION
Meet the characters surrounding the Nativity,
as they use story, reflection and song, to tell of the
roles they played in sharing
the Good News
of Jesus’ birth.
Find it on the parish
website home page.
Family fun for all ages!

FAITH FORMATION NEWS
Virtual Faith Formation will continue for
the remainder of the school year. We hope
you have been enjoying the videos. We look
forward to meeting in person next fall.
Thank you for all your patience and
feedback.

A Prayer for the Christmas Tree
Holy Creator of Trees, bless with your abundant
grace this, our Christmas tree, as a symbol of joy.
May its evergreen branches be a sign of your never-fading promises. May its colorful lights and ornaments call us to decorate with love our home
and our world. May the gifts
that surround this tree be
symbols of the gifts we have
received from the Tree of
Christ’s Cross. Holy Christmas
tree within our home, may Joy
and Peace come and nest in
your branches and in our
hearts. Amen –Author Unknown

Christmas
Presents/Presence?
Enjoy a
Fun Christmas Video,
“Christmas in a Nutshell”
which highlights the true
meaning of Christmas.
Find it on our parish
website homepage.

Youth Ministry
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55+

55+ Group—Christmas Collection!
Each year the St. Andrew 55+ Group hosts a Christmas
Party at the Rivercrest Banquet Center. This year due to
the Covid restrictions they were unable gather as usual, but
this did not stop their giving spirit!

As part of this annual event, the 55+ Group takes up a
collection for Neighborhood House. This year Neighborhood House requested new hats, scarves, waterproof gloves
and mittens for all ages. The group was able to collect
enough to fill a huge box for this worthy cause!
The beautifully decorated box was dropped off at
Neighborhood House who was very appreciative of this
generous donation!
We wish everyone a happy, safe, and joyous Christmas and a
healthy and blessed New Year!!
—The St. Andrew 55+ Fellowship Committee

Holy Family Regional School

Holy Family Regional School
JESUS CHRIST IS THE REASON FOR HOLY FAMILY REGIONAL SCHOOL
ACCREDITED BY THE MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS

www.holyfam.org
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Readings for the
Week of December 21

UPCOMING MASS SCHEDULE
Limited 250

December 21
St Peter Canisius
Song of Songs 2:8-14 or
Zephaniah 3:14-18a
Luke 1:39-45

Weekdays
Monday - Friday
9:00 am
Public & Livestream
Weekend
Saturday
5:00 pm
Public & Livestream
Sunday
8:00 am, 12:00 noon,
5:00 pm

Salvatore Lipuma, 89
Died on
December 3, 2020
Buried on
December 10, 2020

December 22
1 Samuel 1:24-28
Luke 1:46-56
December 23
St John of Kanty
Malakai 3:1-4, 23-24
Luke 1:67-79
December 24
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
Luke 1:67-79

Mass on weekends
will be by reservations.
Link available on
Wednesday before.

December 25
Feast of the Nativity of the Lord
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-6
John 1:1-18

Remember, space is limited
to 250

December 26
St Stephen
Acts 6:8-10
Matthew 10:17-22

TEMPORARY OFFICE HOURS

December 27
Feast of the Holy Family
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 or
Genesis 15:1-6, 21:1-3
Psalm 128 or 105
Colossians 3:12-21 or
Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19
Luke 2:22-40

We are answering phones
as well as office visits
by appointment only.
See page 3
for hours

Angela Chirco, 73
Died on
December 5, 2020
Buried on
December 11, 2020
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Prayer Requests & Mass Intentions
Mass Intentions for the Week of December 20

Prayer Requests
All men & women in the military
& family members
Jim Fisher
David Peaper
Paul Adesko
Walter Gieselman
Cache Giacalone
Frank Chaffee
Tom Bomek
Norman Bomek
Msgr. Mike
Noreen Finn
Tom Maas
Laurie Hasselwander
Karen Ahearn
Laura Keilman
Jack Waters
Mike Peters
Scott Holland
Sandra Brogger
John Thompson
Jack Hretz
Angie Sultana
Richard Mikutis
Catherine Hornung
Helen Hawley
Caterina Basile
Kristin Sutter
Deborah Giacalone
Cheryl Labes
Michael Rea
Susan Metz
Paul Jacque
Tracy Jacque
Lisa Miller Ruskin
Mark Wiemels
Diane Franey
Debbie Psotka
Karen Young
Dave Felicelli
Dan Brusstar
Mary Jo Dinha
Tom Donoughe
Mary Macke
Mike McDermott
Judy Cote
Robert Clemens
Bill Zandi
Amelia Roose
Nicholas Gauthier
Franz Estereicher

SUNDAY
8:00 am





December 20, 2020
Al Schaller
Marta Rodriguez
Julia Mehall

Cairns Family
Family
Sister, Pat Eiseman

12:00 pm





Stanley Paurazas
Manny & Janet Yasso
Edward & Kerrie Kaminski

Paurazas Family
Yasso Family
Family

5:00 pm



Kurt Leto
Family
For the People of St Andrew
For the People of the Pontiac Area Vicariate

MONDAY
9:00 am





December 21, 2020
Louise O’Connor
Sr Elizabeth Reis, SSJ
Anthony Budinsky

Cheryl Hill
Margie Hill
Daughter, Donna



December 22, 2020
Shelly Nowak

Msgr. Mike

WEDNESDAY
9:00 am


December 23, 2020
Fr. Mike Cooney
Metzger Family

Msgr. Mike
Morreale Family

THURSDAY
4:00 pm
7:00 pm
11:00 pm

December 24, 2020
For the People of St Andrew
For the People of St Andrew
For the People of St Andrew

FRIDAY
9:00 am
12:00 pm

December 25, 2020
For the People of St Andrew
For the People of St Andrew

TUESDAY
9:00 am

SATURDAY
5:00 pm






December 26, 2020
Emily Solek
Vito Saracino
Gaspare & Antonina Zappa
Pinky Yago

Family
Family
Family
Thet Family



December 27, 2020
For the People of St Andrew
Mary Murphy & James Ahearn

Jerry & Joyce Bone





Anne Wheadon
Grace Helen Tallman
Sally Bolgiani

Family
Ekleberry Family
Sister, Suzie & Family

SUNDAY
8:00 am
12:00 pm

