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On the Journey
+Today’s first reading and Gospel present to us similar parables about a landowner
who takes great care in setting up his vineyard, only to be deeply disappointed by
the results. In both cases, the landowner is clearly meant to represent God, but
there are distinct differences.
Isaiah says that the vineyard is the house of Israel. In spite of God’s great care for
the people of Israel, they disappoint Him and do not produce the fruit of obedience
to the covenant that God desires. Therefore, He takes away all of his carefully laid
protections on the vineyard and lets it be susceptible to the effects of the world:
trampled underfoot and left to be overgrown, and to suffer drought.
In Jesus’ parable, the tenants to whom the vineyard is leased are expected to take
care of the vineyard and give their share of the produce to the landowner. When the
time to do so comes, however, the tenants ignore any attempts on the part of the
landowner’s agents to collect his share of the produce. They go so far as to kill the
vineyard owner’s son.
We know that the first parable speaks of the disobedience of the Israelites in the
Old Testament. But that same disobedience is present in the second parable
presented in the Gospel. For who else is the Son in this parable, but Jesus? Who
else are the murderous tenants, but those who reject the Son? For as Jesus says,
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this
been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes. Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of
God will be taken away from you and given to a people that will produce its fruit.
We who hear these words this weekend and who are baptized into the Kingdom,
would do well to pay as much heed to these words as those to whom they were
spoken should have. For as tenants of this vineyard – this kingdom – we are
responsible for it. God has blessed us with the land and the means for reaping its
bounty, and by his grace we bring about the fruit of goodness, justice, and peace –
and the produce of others who seek to follow Jesus because of our witness. As his
tenants in this world, God gives us all the equipment we need – tenants, work,
education, special opportunities – to further the Kingdom of God, to make God’s
Kingdom visible in our world to the people we meet every day.
Today, let us commit ourselves to bearing good fruit as God’s vineyard, and to
using our skills and opportunities to spread the message of God’s Kingdom – God’s
vineyard - to the people we encounter on the journey. It is our unleashing of the
Gospel that will move us toward this goal, and help bring us home to God.
+As we enter into the month of October, we as Catholics are reminded in a very
special way to examine our conscience in the matter of Respecting Life in all its
stages. We are cautioned to NOT necessarily follow “popular opinion” but defend
(continued on page 3)
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On The Journey (continued from page 1)

and protect life in light of the Scriptures and Church teachings by the way we think, believe, act and vote. We as Catholic Christians
are called to stand up for the dignity of life as one of the greatest gifts given to us by our loving God.
Let me point out that we have a brochure – “focus” - from the Michigan Catholic Conference, available at the doors of the
church for you to take home, read and study. It provides a great summary of many key points of Catholic teaching, and is
particularly important this fall season as we have the privilege of voting for many leaders in the national, state and local elections.
The brochure is done in a way as to help voters with questions to evaluate candidate positions or political party platforms.
Following in the footsteps of Jesus, we must as faithful Catholics form our conscience in light of the Gospel message and Church
teachings. It is something that all too often, many people really don’t think about with the depth of thought, faith and prayer that
is required to do so. It is each of our personal responsibility “to infuse our politics with faith and Scripture, with supporting the
common good, and by personally living out the teachings of faith within their families, workplaces and communities” (from
“focus”).
While the Church does not endorse candidates or instruct parishioners how to vote, it has particular responsibilities: sharing the
moral truth about issues and encouraging believers to develop the virtue of prudence (the virtue which assists individuals in
“discerning our true good in every circumstance and choosing the right means of achieving it”.) So I urge everyone to take a copy
of the latest issue of “focus” home with you. It’s entitled “The Issues, the Candidates, and Your Vote 2020.” If copies are no longer
available in the church, more have been ordered, and we are working at getting it put on the parish website also for easy
reference. Pray that people will make the “right decisions” when it comes to promoting the dignity and sacredness of all human
life.
+We continue to make progress on our 2020 CSA efforts…..as of this past weekend, we had a total of $359,520 in donations and
pledges, against our target of $302,657. That would give us a refund of $56,863 which will help in reducing our construction loan
for our new facilities and complex upgrades. My prayerful thanks for the sacrificial gifts made by so many of you! And if you have
not yet made a commitment, please do so as soon as possible!

+Your prayerful support has provided me with the strength to continue on my road to health recovery! This past Tuesday was
infusion appointment #2 for me in a series of 6. I have hope that this will lead me to a real and lasting remission of my issues.
Know how I am praying for all of you, especially during the time of treatment.
+May we all grow in profound respect for this wonderful gift of life God has given to us all – not just in the month of October, but
always! Know of my thanks for the good wishes and prayers offered for we priests last weekend on “Priesthood Sunday” – always
a great gift for any priest!! I look forward to seeing you in church!
-Msgr. Mike (with thoughts from
FAITH Catholic Publishing)

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Today, in St. Matthew’s Gospel, the evangelist recounts Jesus’ telling of a parable to the chief priests and elders. A landowner
(God) plants a vineyard, leases it out, then goes on a journey. When vintage time draws near, He twice sends His servants for the
produce. Christ describes how the tenants (the Israelites) reject the servants (God’s prophets) and even kill the landowner’s son
(Jesus, symbolizing His dying for our sins). Our Lord and Savior becomes the cornerstone the builders reject. In the Book of the
Prophet Isaiah, a vineyard that yields bad grapes is related to Israel’s sinfulness. God’s Kingdom will be given to those who produce
abundant fruit. As Paschal stewards strengthened by the Eucharist, we strive to produce good fruit in our lives — good works
through acts of Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy.
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Worship

October marks the annual observance of Respect Life month for Catholics. It is a time to focus on God’s
precious gift of human life and our responsibility to care for, protect, and defend the lives of our brothers
and sisters. This year’s theme, “Live the Gospel of Life,” was inspired by the commemoration of the 25th
anniversary of Pope John Paul II’s encyclical The Gospel of Life. Below is a reflection from the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
Live the Gospel of Life
Respect Life Reflection
Twenty-five years ago, Pope St. John Paul II wrote that the Gospel of life is at the heart of Jesus’ saving message
to the world (Evangelium vitae 1). In taking on human flesh, dwelling among us, and sacrificing his very life for our
redemption, Christ reveals the profound dignity of every human person. This God-given dignity does not change with
our stage of life, abilities, level of independence, or any other varying circumstance.
Rather, it is rooted in the permanent fact that each of us is made in the image and likeness of God, created to share
in the very life of God himself. The human person is a “manifestation of God in the world, a sign of his presence, a
trace of his glory” (EV 34). And we must reflect this truth in how we act and how we treat one another.
The truth of the Gospel of life is at the foundation of who we are as followers of Christ. In his earthly life, Jesus
provided the perfect model for how we are to love our neighbor and live out the Gospel call: “Truly, I say to you, as
you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me” (Mt. 25:40).
Jesus calls each of us to “care for the other as a person for whom God has made us responsible” (EV 87). The
Gospel of life is intrinsic to the whole Christian life and foundational to the decisions we make on a daily basis. For,
“the Gospel of God’s love for man, the Gospel of the dignity of the person and the Gospel of life are a single and
indivisible Gospel” (EV 2, emphasis added).
In his encyclical on the Gospel of life, Pope St. John Paul II recognizes the full range of threats against human life,
from poverty and malnutrition to murder and war. He places particular emphasis, however, on threats to life at its
beginning and end—precisely when it is most in need of protection. In modern times, children in their mothers’
wombs and those approaching the end of their lives are certainly among the “least of these” in our world’s estimation.
Practices such as abortion and assisted suicide tragically reject the truth that human life is always to be cherished and
defended with loving concern.
As the Church celebrates the 25th anniversary of Pope St. John Paul II’s prophetic encyclical, let us reflect on how
we personally live out the Gospel: Do I talk about and act towards others as I would talk about and treat Jesus
himself? Do I inform myself of the Church’s teachings and engage in the civic arena as first a follower of Christ? Do I
support and advocate for laws and policies that protect and defend human life? Do I help pregnant and parenting
mothers in need? Am I ready to support a loved one nearing death?
Through the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, may Our Lord grant us the grace to truly and courageously
live his Gospel of life.
Excerpts from Evangelium vitae, © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Scriptural excerpts from Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998,
1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in
the Liturgy, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,
Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

A Prayer for Life
Father and maker of all, you adorn all creation with splendor and beauty, and fashion human lives in your image and likeness.
Awaken in every heart reverence for the work of your hands, and renew among your people a readiness to nurture and sustain
your precious gift of life.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and
ever. Amen
Copyright © 2001, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

Adult Confirmation
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Adults who are baptized Catholic, have received First Communion but have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation, are
eligible to sign up for our Adult Confirmation program. Two times a year, Confirmation preparation sessions will be offered to
prepare adults for the celebration of Confirmation.
Confirmation may be received at different times throughout the year; first at our St. Andrew Parish celebration, or at the
Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament on the Feast of Christ the King Sunday, or on Pentecost Sunday. The Archdiocese of
Detroit encourages people to participate in their parish Confirmation celebrations. When this is not possible then people are
invited to participate in the Cathedral's Confirmation ceremonies.
Adult Confirmation is a very simple process:
1.
2.
3.
4.

You need to have been Baptized and received Communion in the Catholic Church.
If not, you need to register for the RCIA process.
You need to attend the Confirmation preparation sessions. Candidates for Confirmation are asked to
complete all preparation sessions before the reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation.
You are asked to bring to the first session a recent copy of your Baptismal Certificate with notations.
Please contact the church of your baptism and request a “new” Baptismal Certificate with notations (issued within six months).
You need to choose a Confirmation sponsor. A Confirmation sponsor must be over sixteen years of age; be a practicing
Catholic who has received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist; and not be the father or mother of the one
to be confirmed (cf. CCC 874). Canon Law further states: “It is desirable that the one who undertook the role of sponsor at
Baptism be the sponsor for Confirmation” (CCC 893).

Contact Susan Kowalski at (248) 651-7486, or susank@standrewchurch.org to register for Adult Confirmation or RCIA.
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Faith Formation
VIRTUAL PROGRAMMING
for Religious Education
begins this week!

Our program is all virtual at this time.
Access virtual programming this week on
the parish website at
www.standrewchurch.org
These lessons can be viewed at any time
during the week that is best for you.
Please let us know if you have any
questions. Thank you,
The Faith Formation Staff
Coming soon…

CONFIRMATION INTERVIEWS
Sunday, Oct. 4 - 1:00pm (last names A-D);
1:30 (E-G); 2:00 (H-K)
Saturday, Oct. 10 - 11:00am (last names L-M);
11:30 (N-R); 12:00 (S-Z)
Teens will meet for 5-10 minutes with an interviewer to go over their completed journals and
talk about their prep experience, services, virtual
retreat, etc. If you can’t make it to your assigned
time, please come to an alternate time. No need to
call us.
We ask our parishioners to join us in praying for
these teens as they complete the Confirmation
process. Thank you.

Virtual Early Childhood Faith Formation.

A Prayer for the
Beginning of Fall

Check our parish website for
“Special Stories for Little Ones.”

Welcome to the Eucharist Table
October 4, 2020
Elsie Fazio
Benjamin Herman
Rowen Swider
First Communion
This year’s First Communicants
who have not celebrated by
October 31 will be added to our
group for spring of 2021. Thank you.

O God of Creation, you have blessed us with the
changing of the seasons.
As we welcome the autumn months, may the earlier setting of the sun remind us to take time to
rest.
May the brilliant colors of the leaves remind us of
the wonder of your creation.
May the steam of our breath in the cool air remind
us that it is you who gives us the breath of life.
May the harvest from the fields remind us of the
abundance we have been given and bounty we are
to share with others.
May the dying of summer’s spirit remind us of
your great promise that death is temporary and
life is eternal.
O God, we praise you for your goodness, forever
and ever.
Amen.

Youth Ministry
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Christian Service
Friday October 9
Saturday October 10
Sunday October 11
& Friday October 16

Saturday, October 17th
Visit bit.ly/StA_MIA2020 to sign up!
Parishes from across the Archdiocese of
Detroit will be witnessing to the power of God’s
Mercy during the Fifth Annual Mercy in Action
Service Day on Saturday, October 17th! This event,
hosted by individual vicariates and parishes at
multiple locations, mobilizes thousands of
volunteers who courageously engage in the
Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy!
This year will look a little different, but we
are once again partnering with St. Irenaeus and St.
Mary of the Hills to offer safe, small, sociallydistanced,
and family -friendly service
opportunities!
Please visit the St. Andrew website and click
on the “Mercy in Action Day” banner on the
homepage or visit bit.ly/StA_MIA2020 to learn
more and sign up for an outdoor prayer service,
rosary making, lunch bag packing, sandwichmaking, various donation drives and sortings, a
park clean up, and more!
Families with children are encouraged to
start participating now at home by writing notes,
making cards, and drawing pictures for children
living in refugee camps throughout the world. For
tips and examples please visit the link above. These
can be dropped off at the parish office mailbox or
you can bring them with you to the prayer service
on the 17th!
Please contact Sam Jennings at the parish
office (248) 651-7486 if you have any questions or
need help signing up!

This month’s Care & Share
will be for Catholic Charities of
Southeast Michigan and the Wayne County Jail
Chaplaincy. Please drop off any of the following
items in the Care & Share bins (located at the north
and east entrances to the Church) after Mass on October 9th, 10th, 11th, & 16th or drop them off outside the Parish Center on Mercy in Action Day, Saturday October 17th from 10 a.m.—11:30 a.m.:
 Meijer gift cards (any denomination)*
 Men and women’s underwear (new)
 Socks (new)
 Hats (new)
 Gloves (new)
 Scarves (new)
 Vanity/ cosmetic/ toiletry bags (new)
 Body wash (travel sz)
 Shampoo (travel sz)
 Deodorant (travel sz)
 Shaving cream (travel size)
 Razors (disposable)
*Please drop off in mailbox a Parish office
Thank you for your generous support for our
neighbors in need!
Service Opportunities Available
Saturdays 10:00 a.m.—11:30 a.m.

The Christian Service Commission is looking
for volunteers to help make sandwiches and pack
lunches for the hungry and homeless on Saturdays
this fall from 10:00 a.m.—11:30 a.m. in the Activities
Building. Please also consider donating to support
this vital ministry. Checks can be mailed to or
dropped off at the parish office.
For more information or to sign up, please
visit bit.ly/Sat_Lunches or contact Sam Jennings at
the parish office.

Christian Service

Respect Life Month 2020
Catholic Social Teaching and the Death Penalty:
Catholic Social Teaching is rooted in a belief
in the inherent dignity of the human person and the
sanctity of all life. Made in the image and likeness of
God, the human person is the foundation of a moral
vision for society and stands at the heart of the
Church’s understanding of justice. As Catholics, we
also believe in a consistent ethic of life, which extends from conception to natural death. Capital punishment contradicts this ethic. By allowing the state
to end a life before natural death, the death penalty
does not conform to our pro-life teaching. Not only
does the death penalty violate the sanctity of human
life, it also threatens innocent life. Despite our best
efforts, our criminal justice system imperfect. According to a 2014 study, an estimated 4% of those
sentenced to death in the U.S. are actually innocent.
More than 165 people have been exonerated from
death row since 1973. Put another way, for every
nine people who have been executed since the death
penalty was reinstated in 1976, one has been proven
innocent. For more information on how the death
penalty violates the dignity of the human person,
please visit: catholicsmobilizing.org
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Statement of U.S. Bishop Chairmen on Federal
Executions Scheduled This Week
WASHINGTON —Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of
Oklahoma City, chairman of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee on Domestic
Justice and Human Development, and Archbishop
Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City in Kansas, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on Pro-Life Activities, issued the following statement in response to
the federal executions scheduled this week:
“In the last 60 years, before the Trump administration restarted federal executions, there were only
four federal executions. Since July, there have been
five, which is already more federal executions than
were carried out in any year in the last century.
There are two more federal executions scheduled
this week.
“After the first murder recorded in the Bible, God
did not end Cain’s life, but rather preserved it,
warning others not to kill Cain (Gn. 4:15). As the
Church, we must give concrete help to victims of
violence, and we must encourage the rehabilitation
and restoration of those who commit violence. Accountability and legitimate punishment are a part of
this process. Responsibility for harm is necessary if
healing is to occur and can be instrumental in protecting society, but executions are completely unnecessary and unacceptable, as Popes St. John Paul
II, Benedict XVI, and Francis have all articulated.
“We say to President Trump and Attorney General
Barr: Enough. Stop these executions.”
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Holy Family Regional School

Holy Family Regional School
JESUS CHRIST IS THE REASON FOR HOLY FAMILY REGIONAL SCHOOL
ACCREDITED BY THE MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS

www.holyfam.org

SOCIAL STUDIES
Fifth graders in Miss Lightfoot’s made a model longhouse in
social studies. They are traditional Iroquois dwellings.

MASKING OUR FEELINGS
Students in Miss Pope's Art Class were asked "How are
you feeling today?" and challenged to draw the facial
expression along with a few others that are common
feelings that are hidden behind our masks. So, "How are
you feeling behind your mask?" "Can you relate?" It’s
fun to see the children’s creative expression's!

CYO FOOTBALL
Our football teams kicked off the season. We wish the best of luck
to all our teams! Pictured here is our Varsity Football Team.

LEARNING ABOUT BAPTISM
Kindergarten students visited the Baptismal Font at St. Andrew Church to learn about the Sacrament of Baptism. The children made
Baptismal Candles. The children also learned about Godparents and heard about the important role they play in a child’s life.
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Reporting Sexual Abuse
UPCOMING MASS SCHEDULE
Limited 250
First Come
Weekdays
Monday - Friday
9:00 am
Public & Livestream

Weekend
Saturday
5:00 pm
Public & Livestream
Sunday
8:00 am, 12:00 noon,
5:00 pm
Mass will be First Come

To inform the Archdiocese of Detroit
regarding the sexual abuse of minors by
priests, deacons, and other church
personnel and/or to speak to the Victim
Assistance Coordinator, contact 866343-8055. A caller will be requested to
provide his or her name and telephone
number. All calls regarding complaints of
sexual abuse will be returned in a timely
manner. This toll–free telephone
number has been established as part of
an effort by the Detroit archdiocese to
protect children, young people, and
other vulnerable people in our schools,
parishes, and ministries. This line is for
reporting suspected sexual misconduct
or child abuse within archdiocesan
institutions and ministries only. Persons
with complaints not involving clergy or
church personnel should refer to the
archdiocesan web site at www.aod.org
for contact information for civil
authorities.

Remember, space is limited
to 250

TEMPORARY OFFICE HOURS
We are answering phones
as well as office visits
by appointment only.
Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday & Friday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Wednesday
11:00 am - 7:00 pm

Have you…
visited our website at
www.standrewchurch.org
signed up for
our weekly email blast on our
website
connected with us on
facebook

* as of September 23

OR… downloaded our parish app
at www.myparishapp.com

Readings for the
Week of October 5
October 5
Bl Francis Xavier Seelos
Galatians 1:6-12
Luke 10:25-37
October 6
St Bruno
Bl Marie Rose Durocher
Galatians 1:13-24
Luke 10:38-42
October 7
Our Lady of the Rosary
Galatians 2:1-2, 7-14
Luke 11:1-4
October 8
Galatians 3:1-5
Luke 11:5-13
October 9
St Denis and Companions
St John Leonardi
Galatians 3:17-14
Luke 11:15-26
October 10
Galatians 3:22-29
Luke 11:27-28
October 11
28th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Isaiah 25:6-10a
Psalm 23
Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20
Matthew 22:1-14

12

Prayer Requests & Mass Intentions
Mass Intentions for the Week of October 4

Prayer Requests
All men & women in the military
& family members
Joe Mukhtar
Kristin Sutter
Deborah Giacalone
Cheryl Labes
Michael Rea
Susan Metz
Paul Jacque
Tracy Jacque
Lisa Miller Ruskin
Mark Wiemels
Diane Franey
Debbie Psotka
Karen Young
Dave Felicelli
Dan Brusstar
Mary Jo Dinha
Tom Donoughe
Mary Macke
Mike McDermott
Judy Cote
Robert Clemens
Bill Zandi
Amelia Roose
Nicholas Gauthier
Franz Estereicher
Debra Aouate
Laurie Hasselwander
Tarik Dinha, Sr
Msgr. Mike
Doreen Valente
Kenneth Beattie
Donna Christie
Patrick Beattie
Louise Carlson
Mark Kujawski
Ken Kwiatkowski
Sally Dupack
Elias Agirokastritis
Joanne Landry
Scott Holland
Mary Ellen O’Connor
Cameron Kostiz
Tina Denison
David Dehn
Diane Fayle
Caterina Basile
Norman Rosinski
Mary Abraham
The unborn child of Antonio

SUNDAY
8:00 am
12:00 pm




October 4, 2020
Janet McGarry
Edward Herman

Jean M. Storm
Elaine Herman





Harold & Dolores Pohlman
Diana Davila
Christopher Nestro

Family
Carlos Villarreal
Ed & Chris Margiewicz

5:00 pm
MONDAY
9:00 am
TUESDAY
9:00 am

For the People of St Andrew
For the People of the Pontiac Area Vicariate




October 5, 2020
Thomas Reckling
William P Matiskella
October 6, 2020
Tim Maluchnik
Chuck & Betty Schuster
(60th Wedding Anniversary)

Family
Gary Benner
Donna
Msgr Mike

WEDNESDAY
9:00 am




October 7, 2020
John & Ethel Baisley
Mary Leto
Michael Cairns

Kathleen Hughes
Family
Rosemary Schaller

THURSDAY
9:00 am




October 8, 2020
Vito Saracino
All Souls in Purgatory

Family
Family



October 9, 2020
Jim & Patty Schratz
Caterina Basile

Meghan Mullen
Family





October 10, 2020
Steven Splan
Janet McGarry
Enza Lee Viges

Gary & Fran Gildea
Margaret & Richard Frederick
Margaret White





October 11, 2020
Patricia Magreta
Janet McGarry
Jerry Lawrason

Family
Jean M Storm
Lisa Juriga

12:00 pm





Frank Buchanan
Bernard Archer
Steven Splan

Mary Buchanan
Leo & Marilyn
Jack & Joy Waters

5:00 pm



Steven Splan

Wife, Sarah

FRIDAY
9:00 am
SATURDAY
5:00 pm

SUNDAY
8:00 am

