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On the Journey 

+This week we learn that the whole law and the prophets depend on two great    
commands from the Lord.  Everything concerning our fidelity to God hinges on our 
ability to love God above all else and to love our neighbor as ourselves.   
     Matthew’s Gospel is not written until after the destruction of the temple, around 
70 A.D.  With the temple gone, the elders were left with how to attend to the Jewish 
community in Israel, which was roughly in two segments:  those who held to the full 
Jewish tradition and interpretation of the Torah, and those who had begun to follow 
Jesus.   
     Matthew’s main audience was these Jewish Christians – those who had come to 
believe in Jesus, but who also held on to the Torah.  The difference between them 
and the Pharisees we see portrayed in the Gospel is that they followed the            
interpretation of the Torah as reframed and fulfilled by Jesus.   
     So when Jesus is tested by the Pharisees today, He simply takes the 613           
commandments in the Torah and telescopes them down to a summary of two.  Two 
laws He wanted his followers to have “tattooed” on their hearts.  Five words as it 
were:  “Love God, Love your neighbor.” 
     In the first reading from the Book of Exodus – the second book of the Torah – the 
Lord’s words give clear examples, among the multitude available, of how to love our 
neighbor.  We get a clear picture that our neighbor is not simply someone on our 
block or someone we see at church.  It is the alien among us, for we were all aliens 
once.  It is the widow, the orphan, the impoverished. 
     God’s two great commandments are why we work at shelters.  It is why we stock 
food pantries.  It is why some of us become foster parents.  It is why we invite those 
living alone on our block to join us for dinner from time to time.  Again, examples of 
love that do not exhaust the myriad ways in which we can live out the                    
commandments. 
     These, and the many ways we love God and neighbor, are concrete proof that we 
are “imitators of the Lord,” as Saint Paul articulates in the second reading, his first 
letter to the Thessalonians.  A way of being a model for all the believers. 
     For Matthew’s community, and for us, “loving God and loving our neighbor” is not 
just a summary of commandments as rules to follow, but a whole new way of living 
that incorporates our relationship with God into everything we do.  No longer driven 
by law, we instead follow Jesus Christ in his drawing all of the laws unto himself into 
a manifestation of love.  Whoever loves me will keep my word, says the Lord, and my 
Father will love him and we will come to him. 
    How have we shown our love for “our neighbor” lately, especially in light of the 
pandemic that surrounds us?  Have we remembered to reach out to the widow, the 
orphan, the impoverished?  May we be open to God’s grace coming to us, to          
motivate us, and help us to love as we ought! 

Next Sunday,  
November 1 

2:00 AM 
 

Remember to 
turn your clocks  

back one 
hour 

Eucharistic Adoration 
and 

Quiet Prayer 
 

Tuesday, October 27 
6:30 - 8:30 pm 

Monday, November 2 
Mass - 10:30 am 

 
See page 10 
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Weekend 
Masses:   Saturday  5:00 pm 
   Sunday    8:00 am, 12:00 pm, 5:00 pm 
 
Reconciliation: By Appointment 

Weekday 
Masses:   9:00 am             Rosary:    
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:   
 
Anointing of the Sick 
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On The Journey (continued from page 1) 

+In light of the upcoming elections, I remind everyone that there are still some copies of the “focus” brochure entitled “The Issues, 
the Candidates, and Your Vote 2020” available at the church doors.  If you have not yet voted, and are still discerning the            
candidates/issues, please take a copy home with you to help form your conscience in making your decisions. 
     Also with the elections, we have decided to offer some additional times of special prayer in the context of Eucharistic adoration.  
There will be quiet adoration time on this coming Tuesday, October 27, from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. in the church.  The second time will 
be offered on Monday, November 2, immediately following the 9 a.m. mass until 10:30 a.m.  We selected these times to offer    
opportunities for those who work, and then also for those individuals who care not to drive in the evening darkness.  
 

+Your support of our 2020 CSA has continued!  Through the generosity of some parishioners, we made a significant leap in our   
donations/pledges this past week, up to $427,440, which is $124,783 over our target of $302,657.  This will certainly help in        
reducing the loan balance for the new building/ campus improvements!  God bless all who have made their commitments so far!  I 
prayerfully ask that the rest of our parish family continue their discernment as to your participation, and join us in making it a 
GREAT year for our CSA efforts! 
 

+I will be going for my third infusion treatment this coming Tuesday, so please continue to pray for me and my health.  I cannot 
express the depth of my gratitude for your prayers; I have felt their power over these 6+ months of my health journey!  God bless 
you all! 
 

+May you all be blessed with the grace of the Holy Spirit as we   
continue our journey of faith into the month of November, a      
special time of year when we remember our departed sisters and 
brothers.  November 2 will be our special masses of remembrance, 
both at 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.,  Let us keep our loved ones in prayer, 
and ask of them to watch over us on our earthly journey! 
 

+God bless us all!  I look forward to seeing you in church! 
 

       -
 Msgr. Mike (with thoughts from  
  FAITH Catholic Publishing) 

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Today, in St. Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus quotes from the Old Testament about the first and greatest commandment: 
to love the Lord, your God with all your heart … soul … and … mind. He then professes the second great             
commandment: to … love your neighbor as yourself. In the Book of Exodus, Moses encourages love of neighbor 
through consideration and kindheartedness toward strangers, widows, and orphans. In the Gospel, Christ         
challenges the Pharisees — the lawyers of Jesus’ day — and us, to love God above all. Total love of God can be 
difficult when our secular culture entices and distracts us with temptations of worldly goods and possessions. St. 
Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonian community describes how they are an example of faithfulness to the Lord’s 
Word. Paschal stewards, recognizing that all gifts are God-given, share these blessings with grateful hearts with 
their less fortunate brothers and sisters. How do we respond to the poor? Is our love of neighbor evident in our 
stewardship? Express charity to your neighbors in need by giving time at a local soup kitchen or homeless shelter, 
or by donating clothing to a local St. Vincent de Paul Society.  



 

Worship 4 

 Have you borrowed a Pyx? 

If you have borrowed a Pyx and are no 

longer in need of it, please make sure 

to return it to the Church so that     

others who need them may borrow them. 

Calling Men, Women, Teens or Families 

We are in need of Ushers for Mass. In particular 

there is great need for the 12:00PM Sunday Mass 

and 5:00PM Saturday and Sunday Mass. On the 

“job” training is provided for this ministry. If you are 

interested in serving, please contact the parish 

office. 

Pumpkin Prayer 

Dear Jesus, Open my mind so I can learn about you. As you cut the top of the pumpkin, talk about ways God helps 

us to learn about Him and why we need to be open to what God wants to do in our lives. “Know that the Lord, He is 

God.” (Psalm 100:3) 

Take all my sin and forgive the wrong things that I do. Scoop out the inside of the pumpkin to show how God re-

moves our sins (seeds of disobedience, impatience, jealousy, hatred) and forgives us. He cleanses our hearts and 

makes us a new creation! Show how clean the inside of the pumpkin is now.“ If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 

just to forgive us” (1 John 1:9) 

Open my eyes so your love I will see. As you carve the eyes in the shape of a heart, discuss how God’s laws are to 

protect us from harm, and that he has given his Word (and all good things) because of his immense love for us. 

“Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things from your law.” (Psalm 119:18) 

I’m sorry for times I’ve turned up my nose at what you’ve given me. Carve a cross-shaped nose and ask, “What does 

it mean to turn our nose up at something? ‘Turning up our nose’ means we don’t like it. Sometimes we don’t like a 

certain food or toy or shirt. When we are not thankful and grumble about what we have (or don't have), we are com-

plaining against God. But we have been given so much! When we remember that Jesus died on the cross for us, we 

know that God has given us all we really need.” “…be thankful unto Him, and bless his name.” (Psalm 100:4) 

Open my ears so your word I will hear. Carve the ears into a rectangle to represent the Bible and ask, “Do your par-

ents ever have to tell you to do something more than once?” Just like our parents, God wants us to listen to Him. In 

the Bible God tells us about how much He loves us, how He wants us to live, and how He will help us. “Incline your 

ear, and come to me” (Isaiah 55:3) 

Open my mouth to tell others you’re near. Carve the mouth into the shape of a fish. Jesus told His disciples that 

they would no longer catch fish but would instead fish for people by telling them about God’s love for them. We can 

be “fishers of men” and use our mouths to tell others about Jesus, too. “I shall . . . declare the works or the 

Lord” (Psalm 118:17) 

Let your light shine in all I say and do! Amen. Light a candle and place it inside the pumpkin. The light stands for 

the Holy Spirit that lives in us. When we are open to God's work in our lives, He can shine through us so others will 

see Jesus in us. Then our friends and family will be drawn to Jesus, too! Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before 

men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 

A resource from www.halfahundredacrewood.com: The Pumpkin Prayer author unknown 
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Adult Confirmation 
 
Adults who are baptized Catholic, have received First Communion but have not received the  Sacrament of Confirmation, are      
eligible to sign up for our Adult Confirmation program. Two times a year, Confirmation preparation sessions will be offered to     
prepare adults for the celebration of Confirmation. 
 

Confirmation may be received at different times throughout the year; first at our St. Andrew  Parish celebration, or at the           
Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament on the Feast of Christ the King Sunday, or on Pentecost Sunday. The Archdiocese of     
Detroit encourages people to participate in their parish Confirmation celebrations. When this is not possible then people are       
invited to participate in the Cathedral's Confirmation ceremonies. 
 
 

Adult Confirmation is a very simple process: 
 

1. You need to have been Baptized and received Communion in the Catholic Church.  
 If not, you need to register for the RCIA process. 

2. You need to attend the Confirmation preparation sessions. Candidates for Confirmation are  asked to  
complete all preparation sessions before the reception of the Sacrament of  Confirmation. 

3. You are asked to bring to the first session a recent copy of your Baptismal Certificate with notations.  
Please contact the church of your baptism and request a “new” Baptismal Certificate with notations (issued within six months). 

4. You need to choose a Confirmation sponsor. A Confirmation sponsor must be over sixteen years of age; be a practicing       
Catholic who has received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist; and not be the father or mother of the one 
to be confirmed (cf. CCC 874). Canon Law further states: “It is desirable that the one who undertook the role of sponsor at   
Baptism be the sponsor for Confirmation” (CCC 893). 

 

Contact Susan Kowalski at (248) 651-7486, or susank@standrewchurch.org to register for Adult Confirmation or RCIA. 

Weekly Family Rosary 

All are invited to pray the family Rosary at St. Andrew Church. 
 

Every Sunday at 7:00PM St. Joseph Covenant Keepers leads praying the Rosary 

 outside at the Blessed Virgin statue at the southeast side of the church parking lot. 
 

Bring yourself, bring your family. Pray for families, pray for our Church, our  

community, our country, and the world. 
 

Hope to see you there! 

 
PANDEMIC PRAYER 

(from catholiccompany.com) 
 

O clement, O loving, 
 O sweet Mother Mary, 

We, your children of every nation 
Turn to you in this pandemic. 
Our troubles are numerous;  

our fears are great. 
Grant that we might deposit them  

at your feet. 
 

Take refuge in your Immaculate Heart, 
And obtain peace, healing, rescue, 

And timely help in all our needs. 
You are our Mother. 

Pray for us to your Son. 
 

Amen. 

Mass of Remembrance 

 

Monday,  

November 2 

7:00 PM 

http://catholiccompany.com/
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   VIRTUAL PROGRAMMING                                                        

for Religious Education has begun!                                                                                           

Our program is all virtual at this time.                            
To register, please visit the parish website at                                             

standrewchurch.org to print out a form, bring it in                       

and pick up a religion book for your child.                                                             

Thank you,                                                                                                       

The Faith Formation Staff  

THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT 

For my First Communion, I received a bracelet with ten 

little charms on it. Each charm listed one of the Ten 

Commandments. The engraving was tiny, but I could 

read every word, and I never forgot them. 

This weekend’s Gospel tells us that the first two Com-

mandments are the most important. “You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and 

first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.” These two command-

ments, and also the third, refer to our relationship with 

God. The rest refer to our relationship with others.  If 

you follow the first two, the rest should come easily, 

right? 

It’s a pretty simple concept, that if you live by the com-

mandments, you stay close to God. But life is complicat-

ed. So many temptations in our world get between us 

and God. The commandments are a guide to refer to 

and fall back on. If we love God, we will want our ac-

tions to be pleasing to him. If we love our neighbor as 

ourselves, we will want to be kind and reach out in ser-

vice. God is in each of us, so how we treat others re-

flects how we treat God. And we will be judged by our 

response to the least among us. 

My Ten Commandments bracelet is long gone. But it’s 

messages remain strong. We are honoring the Greatest 

Commandment when we strive to love God and one 

another. 

Blessings, Maureen Schreffler                                                                                                                                                                         

Director of Faith Formation   

 

 

                                                                               

Welcome to the Eucharist Table                         

October 25, 2020                                                     

Nina Weir                                                               

VIRTUAL LEARNING IS UNDERWAY! 

Our virtual learners have shared their projects and 

crafts with us. First graders learned that we are called 

to follow Jesus, the Good Shepherd. Carlotta  send us 

her picture. Second graders  Francis, Norah and  Julia 

created bird feeders out of Cheerios to welcome birds 

into their yards, as the Church welcomes all people and 

cares for those in need of help.  Good work! 
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Christian Service 8 

October 

17, 

2020 



 

9 Holy Family Regional School 

  

Holy Family Regional School 

JESUS CHRIST IS THE REASON FOR HOLY FAMILY REGIONAL SCHOOL 
ACCREDITED BY THE MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

www.holyfam.org 

CYO CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPS  
Congratulations to our Cross Country teams on a great season!  
Holy Family Boys XC won the 2020 CYO Cross Country Champion-
ship and Girls took Second Place. 8th Grader, Marc G., took 2nd 
place overall boys and 7th Grader Sarah C. took 3rd place overall 
girls, both broke HFRS school records.  Way to Go Wildcats!!  

MARBLE MAZE 
Third Grade wrapped up their unit on Engineering in Science with a marble maze project. With their families, the students con-
structed marble mazes meeting criteria and constraints. They then presented their mazes to their classmates. It looks like some of 
these students are budding engineers, scientists, or artists.  

ANNUAL FUND 
Our Annual Fund kicked off last weekend. Your continued 
generosity further ensures our school to foster spiritual and 
religious formation, academic excellence, and service to 
others.  Please visit www.HolyFam.org 
and click on Donate to give.  Thank you for your support! 

http://www.HolyFam.org
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October 26 
Ephesians 4:32 - 5:8 

Luke 13:10-17 
 

October 27 
Ephesians 5:21-33 

Luke 13:18-21 
 

October 28 
SS Simon & Jude 

Ephesians 2:19-22 
Luke 6:12-16 

 
October 29 

Ephesians 6:10-20 
Luke 13:31-35 

 
October 30 

Philippians 1:1-11  
Luke 14:1-6 

 
October 31 

Philippians 1:18b-26 
Luke 14:1, 7-11 

 
November 1 

All Saints 
Revelations 7:2-4, 9-14 

Psalm 24 
1 John 3:1-3 

Matthew 5:1-12a 

Readings for the  
Week of October 26 

TEMPORARY OFFICE HOURS 
 

We are answering phones  
as well as office visits  
by appointment only. 

 
Monday, Tuesday,  
Thursday & Friday 
 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 
Wednesday 

11:00 am - 7:00 pm 
 

* as of October 5  
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UPCOMING MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Limited 250 
First Come 

 

Weekdays 
Monday - Friday 

9:00 am 
Public & Livestream 

 
Weekend 
Saturday 
5:00 pm 

Public & Livestream 
 

Sunday 
8:00 am, 12:00 noon, 

5:00 pm 
 

Mass will be First Come 
 

Remember, space is limited 
to 250 

Dale Propson, 74 
 

Died on 
October 14, 2020 

 
Buried on 

October 17, 2020 

Kathleen Van Dame, 64 
 

Died on 
October 16, 2020 

 
Buried on 

October 23, 2020 



 

Prayer Requests Mass Intentions for the Week of October 25 
 
SUNDAY  October 25, 2020 
  8:00 am  Janet McGarry   Jean M Storm 
  Wieslaw Zaydel   Tymowski & Zaydel Families 
  Vickey Kramer   Caroline Campbell 
     

12:00 pm  Paul & Mildred Heck  Children 
  Domenico Mattina  Enza & Giacomo Randazzo 
  Dave Felicelli   Wagner Family 
 

  5:00 pm  For the People of St Andrew 
 
MONDAY  October 26, 2020 
  9:00 am  Margaret & Bob Russell  Family 
  Al Jasinski   Dorothy Roach 
    
TUESDAY  October 27, 2020 
  9:00 am  Matthew Wencley  Stan & Dorrie Wencley 
  Joseph P   Family 
 
WEDNESDAY  October 28, 2020 
  9:00 am  Catarina Basile   Family 
  Elaine Avitabile   Daughter, Carol 
    
THURSDAY  October 29, 2020 
  9:00 am  Kathleen Van Dame  Chuck & Kathy Van Dam 
  All Souls in Purgatory  Family   
 
FRIDAY  October 30, 2020 
  9:00 am  James Morrison   Morrison Family 
  Kerrie Kaminski   Mom 
  Romeo Yago   Thet Family 
 
SATURDAY  October 31, 2020 
  5:00 pm   Anne Whedon   Family 
  Maria Ferland   Friends of Eusebio Family 
  William Andrew Petrick  Mary Jane Petrick 
  
SUNDAY  November 1, 2020 
  8:00 am  For the People of St Andrew 
     

12:00 pm  For the People of St Andrew 
 

  5:00 pm  For the People of the Pontiac Area VIcariate 

All men & women in the military  
& family members 

Sandra Brogger 
John Thompson 

Jack Hretz 
Angie Sultana 

Richard Mikutis 
Catherine Hornung 

Helen Hawley 
Caterina Basile 

Joe Mukhtar 
Kristin  Sutter 

Deborah Giacalone 
Cheryl Labes 
Michael Rea 
Susan Metz 
Paul Jacque 
Tracy Jacque 

Lisa Miller Ruskin 
Mark Wiemels 
Diane Franey 

Debbie Psotka 
Karen Young 
Dave Felicelli 
Dan Brusstar 

Mary Jo Dinha 
Tom Donoughe 

Mary Macke 
Mike McDermott 

Judy Cote 
Robert Clemens 

Bill Zandi 
Amelia Roose 

Nicholas Gauthier 
Franz Estereicher 

Debra Aouate 
Laurie Hasselwander 

Tarik Dinha, Sr 
Msgr. Mike 

Doreen Valente 
Kenneth Beattie 
Donna Christie 
Patrick Beattie 
Louise Carlson 
Mark Kujawski 

Ken Kwiatkowski 
Sally Dupack 

Elias Agirokastritis 
Joanne Landry 
Scott Holland 

Mary Ellen O’Connor 
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